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Pride 


By Minnette MacKay 


OMAN, and proud to be a Roman, 
Joying in feats of strength and skill, 
Proud to be known as Saul of Tarsus, 
City of which no son thought ill ; 


Hebrew, and proud to be a Hebrew, 
Proudly a zealous Pharisee, 

Blameless as touching all the law, 
Proud of his family history ; 


Scholar, and proud to be a scholar, 
Ranked with the foremost of his age, 
Seeking apostates from the faith 
With persecuting, righteous rage ; 
Bondslave, and proud to be a bondslave, 
Counting what had been gain mere loss ; 


Paul, pressing on toward God’s high calling, 
Beheld all former prides as dross. 


Brilliant and Brutal Impurity” 
Today’s paganism is terribly like the 
paganism of Paul’s day. Book and magazine 
publishers who were once considered repu- 
table are issuing salacious literature under 
bright colored jackets and covers. This 
has tended to break down restraint in con- 
versation, and it is increasingly marked 
by an unwholesome and false frankness. 
The less said the better of present-day 
dress. An article in this issue of the Times 
gives a necessarily restrained description 
of “Rome’s Black Paganism in Paul’s 
Day.” Professor. Sihler says that “the 
foremost literary exponent of the fashion- 
able immorality of the time” was “for bril- 
liant and brutal impurity ... almost 
unrivalled”; he tells of the scanty attire of 
the Roman women, and of the crowds who 
came to Rome “seeking a convenient and 
rich place for immoralities” ; and he quotes 
Paul’s word, that “it is a shame even to 
speak of those things which are done of 


them in secret.” The deadly parallel be- 
tween the moral degeneracy of that day 
and ours is enough to make Christians 
tremble. It is a time to heed Paul’s chal- 
lenge, written to Christians in the wicked 
city of Corinth, to “awake to righteousness, 
and sin not; for some have not the knowl- 
edge of God.” 
=— 


Proving Our Faith 


Men are never saved by their good 
works — but men ought to show by their 
good works that they are saved. The late 
beloved Bible teacher, Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, wrote a revealing statement on 
faith and works that is well worth clipping 
and keeping in our Bibles—also in our 
lives. “St. Paul teaches that works must 
spring from faith; St. James teaches that 
faith must be proved by works. St. Paul 
is thus dealing with the error of legalism; 
St. James ‘with the error of Antinomian- 
ism; St. Paul is warning against merit; 
St. James against a mere intellectual ortho- 
doxy. ... All this gives point to the well- 
known words of Calvin, ‘It is faith alone 
which justifies, and yet the faith which 
justifies is not alone.’” 


% 


Is Judaism 


HE burning question in Paul’s day was 
the relation between Judaism and the 
new “Way” that was called Christian, 
It is still a vital question in our day, for it 
enters into the ever present problem of 
how law and grace are related to salvation. 

Paul’s last journey to Jerusalem, his 
arrest there, and his journey to Rome 
as a prisoner, occupy more space in Luke’s 
inspired record in the Acts than all 
the rest of Paul’s activities, including the 
story of his conversion, his early ministry, 
and the three great missionary journeys. 
No less than six defenses are recorded in 
these closing chapters of Acts. Had these 
been personal defenses of Paul against 
the injustice of his arrest, they never would 
have found a place in the Scriptures. But 
Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles, the 
teacher of grace, the ambassador of God, 
was giving for the Church in all ages the 
defense of the Christian faith, a divine 
“apology” to Jews and Gentiles. 

In Paul’s message before the Jewish mob 
in Jerusalem, in his defense before. the 
Sanhedrin, before Felix, before Festus, be- 
fore Agrippa, and in his message to the 
Jews of Rome, there were two great con- 
tentions that he made the heart of his 
defense and his apology for the supposed 


Two Ways of Looking 


We are to look at the Lord Jesus 
Christ while we continually look for him. 
This present life calls for the running with 
patience the race that is set before us, and 
the only way to run successfully, now and 
here, is by “looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith’ (Heb. 12:2). 
That is, by faith we are to keep our eyes 
fixed upon him, remembering that he cre- 
ates our faith and sustains it. At the same 
time “we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20). For we have 
“that blessed hope” of knowing that, “he 
Saviour whom we can now see only by 
faith is actually coming back to this earth 
in visible, personal presence, so that we 
may see him by actual sight. Therefore, 
while looking at him we look for him. By 
this twofold looking we are enabled to live 
in this present life in spiritual victory while 
awaiting the physical victory that will be 
ours at his coming, when he “shall change 
our body of humiliation, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body.” 
Let us, therefore, continue to look stead- 
fastly moment by moment at our Lord by 
faith while we look eagerly for him to 
come and change our faith into sight. 


the Truth ? 


strange doctrine that he was preaching. 
First, that he was a loyal Israelite, teaching 
nothing except what the Old Testament 
prophets said should come. Second, that 
the Hope of Israel, the Messiah who would 
bring resurrection and life, was Jesus, the 
crucified and risen Lord. 

When Paul was set before the council 
of the Jews in Jerusalem, he earnestly 
looked upon them and solemnly said: “Men 
and brethren, I have lived in all good con- 
science before God until this day” (Acts 
23:1). What did Paul mean by this? Was 
he making a boast of his holy living? Why 
was the high priest enraged at what Paul 
said, and why did he command them te 
smite him on the mouth? Paul’s state- 
ment was a declaration that he was a true 
Israelite, that he had never changed, that 
he was loyal to the law and to the Hope of 
Israel. If this was true, then of course 
his accusers were entirely in the wrong. 
It was they, not Paul, who were enemies 
of the law. Paul was directly and in one 
sentence answering the charges they would 
make against him. The high priest, with 
no investigation, was repudiating the de- 
fense in an insulting way. 

Paul’s stinging rebuke of the high priest 
was not in a fit of temper. Paul was quite 
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liable to err, but here he speaks as the 
inspired apostle defending Israel’s Messiah, 
the mighty God, in the high court of Is- 
rael. It is the same court that tried and 
condemned the Son of God himself. Their 
proud boast was that they did it according 
to their law. God is careful in his revealed 
Word to show that they condemned Christ 
by contradicting everything in their own 
law. The same thing is being repeated now 
at the trial of Paul, who is representing 
the risen and glorified Lord. 

In Paul’s message to the Jewish mob 
he emphasized this same fact, that he was 
a loyal Jew, “taught according to the per- 
fect manner of the law of the fathers” 
(Acts 22:3), and that he was led into 
fighting against this very law when he per- 
secuted Jesus of Nazareth. Before Felix, 
Paul declared that he exercised himself to 
have always “a conscience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men,” believing 
all the Jewish prophets, bringing alms and 
offerings to his nation, coming to worship 
in the temple, having done nothing evil 
against the law or the people (Acts 24: 
16-20). In his brief defense before Festus 
he reiterated: “Neither against the law of 
the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet 
against Cesar, have I offended any thing 
at all” (Acts 25:8). In his noble de- 
fense before Agrippa, he began by saying 
“that after the most straitest sect of our 
religion I lived a Pharisee” (Acts 26:5). 
He declared that in all his preaching, he 
said “none other things than those which 
the prophets and Moses did say should 
come” (Acts 26:22). Finally, in his mes- 
sage before the Jews at Rome he opened 
by saying: “I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our 
fathers” (Acts 28:17). He appeared be- 
fore them, and appealed to them, as a loyal 
Jew. 

This first great contention of Paul, that 
he was a loyal Jew, was linked with an- 
other contention, his message concerning 
the “Hope of Israel.” The central message 
in all of the defenses is that Jesus is the 
Messiah, and that this Jesus whom they 
crucified was raised from the dead. This 
was the Hope of Israel, presented at times 
as the hope of the resurrection, because the 
Messiah died and rose again, becoming the 
first fruits of them that slept, the pledge 
of the resurrection and eternal life of his 
people. This was the heart of Judaism. 
This was the message that the false leaders 
of Israel were rejecting. 

Before the Sanhedrin he cried: “I am 
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the 
hope and resurrection of the dead I am 
called in question” (Acts 23:6). The Sad- 
ducees, the ancient Modernists, rejected the 
truth concerning the resurrection. Paul 
turns from them as hopeless, and appeals 
to the Pharisees, who still profess to be- 
lieve the Word of God, and he declares 
to them that the only reason for arresting 
him and seeking to kill him was because 
he was proclaiming the hope and res- 
urrection of the dead in Jesus Christ. 
This also was his message to the Jew- 
ish people. He had been persecuting 
«Jesus of Nazareth. He saw that Jesus 
was the risen and glorified Lord. 

Before Felix Paul declared that he had 
-“hope toward God, which they themselves 
also allow, that there shall be a resurrec- 
“tion of the dead, both of the just and un- 
just” (Acts 24:15). At the close of his 
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message he refers again to his statement 
before the council touching the resurrec- 
tion, not in order to apologize for it, as 
some suggest, but because this was the one 
great point of issue kctween him and his 
accusers (Acts 24:20, 21). 

Before Agrippa, in the climax of his 
defenses, Paul centers again on the great 
truth of the resurrection of the dead, de- 
claring that he was preaching the message 
of Moses and the prophets that the Mes- 
siah must suffer and that he must be the 
first that should rise from the dead and 
bring the light of salvation to Jews and 
Gentiles (Acts 26:23). In his final word 
to the Jewish leaders at Rome he repeated: 
“For the Hope of Israel I am bound with 
this chain.” 

It will be clearly seen that these great 
defenses of the Christian message in Jeru- 
salem and in Rome were the climax of 
what Paul had-been preaching in the syna- 
gogues in every city that he visited (Acts 
17:3; 13:26-41). All open-minded Jews 
could not but see that Paul was right; they 
knew that Stephen was right even when 
they refused to be open-minded (Acts. 6: 
10; 17:11). It was not because of their 
conscientious convictions that they rejected 
the message. Because of jealousy they 
stirred the mob against Paul (Acts 13: 
45; 17:5). And we remember that it 
was because of envy that the Pharisees 
delivered Jesus to Pilate (Matt. 27:18). 

The Jews rejected the Gospel message 
because they rejected their own scriptures. 
The Christian message was not a reversal 
of Judaism, but a fulfillment of Judaism. 
The message of salvation by grace is not 
a denial of the law, but a fulfillment of the 
law. This is what Paul means when he 
says, “I through the law died unto the law, 
that I might live unto God” (Gal. 2:19). 
Loyalty to the Old Testament obliges a 
Jew to accept Jesus as his Messiah and 
as his Saviour. 

God’s message of salvation has ever been 
the same. The Old Testament saints were 
saved by grace through faith. Israel was 
never taught that they should be saved by 
keeping the law. It was the natural bent 
of the human heart that led the Jews to this 
misinterpretation of their own scriptures, 
that they could be justified by the works of 
the law. Paul plainly told them that they 
failed to reach the righteousness they 
sought, because “they sought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the 
law” (Rom. 9:31, 32). 

The Jews’ rejection of Paul be- 
cause he preached to the Gentiles like- 
wise sprang from a rejection of their 
own scriptures. Their father Abraham was 
called to be a blessing to all nations. Thus 
in the original charter, so to speak, of 
their commission from God, Israel was to 
carry God’s Gospel to all the Gentiles. 

Israel failed in this commission, but the 
remnant of Israel, by the grace of God, did 
not fail (Rom. 11:5, 6). Through the 
fall of Israei as a whole, signalized by the 
destruction of the Temple, salvation came 
to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:11). But the 
Church of Christ was built upon Israel, — 
branches grafted into the olive tree (Rom. 
11:17). Some conclude from this that God 
is through with Israel as a nation, since 
the Church, spiritually speaking, is the true 
Israel of God. But there are seventeen 
million reasons against this, for every living 


Jew is evidence that God has continued | 
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Israel after the flesh because he is not 
through with them. God brought mighty 
blessing to the Gentiles through Paul, after 
Israel had officially rejected their risen and 
glorified Messiah as they had rejected him 
in the flesh. If, Paul says, the fall of 
Israel (together with the acceptance by the 
remnant) brought untold blessing to the 
world, what will it be when Israel as a 
whole accepts Messiah? “Life from the 
dead!” (Rom. 11: 12-15.) 

God does yet have a plan for Israel as 
a nation, and even as his former dealing 
with them issued in blessing to the world, 
so their acceptance will issue in universal 
blessing for all the nations. There is a 
definite distinction between Israel and the 
Church, but there is also one great united 
plan of redemption that God’s grace is 
working out. For where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Does God Always 
Keep His Promises ? 


In the eleventh of Hebrews we find two 
contrasted classes of believers. The first 
class, whose faith brought them great joy 
through the fulfillment of God’s promises, 
we hear a great deal about. For some rea- 
son — possibly the reason is after all quite 
obvious — we hear very little about the 
other. So far as I can remember in more 
than sixty years of church attendance I 
have never heard this class so much as 
mentioned. 


“Others ... received not the promises.” 
As I understand it this means that the 
promises were made but the things promised 
were not granted—they received not the 
things promised. 

Just now many faithful believers are 
bewildered. They read the promises. They 
are told that “all the promises of God in 
him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the 
glory of God by us.” They believe God 
means just what he says. They pray sin- 
cerely with undimmed faith. Then the 
promises seem held up somewhere. _ The 
petitions are not granted. Often they re- 
ceive just the opposite to what they asked. 
I am in a position to hear much of this 
questioning. 


They still take refuge in the unshaken 
belief that God always does exactly the 
right thing in exactly the right way and at 
exactly the right time. But they are be- 
wildered. Is there any message for these 
“others” except to tell them “his ways are 
past finding out’? 


We are taught that faith in one another 
is built on the kept word. Later, in our 
dealings with God, we must, it seems, learn 
that he is not bound by his promise as we 
are to ours, and’ we are finally driven to 
take our stand in faith in the righteous 
judgments and providences of God, and that 
his promises, even the simplest in form and 
expression, are too deeply hidden in the 
“clouds and darkness” that are round about 
him; so we believe, in spite of everything, 
that “righteousness and judgment are the 
foundation of his throne,” and we are con- 
tent to wait until the revelations of the New 
Life shall tell us what the promises mean, 
why they were given, and why we were 
not permitted to understand them here. 


There are times when one is tempted to 
feel that faith would be easier and less 
complicated if there were no promises. 


The Times has been coming to me for 
more than a half-century,’ and its strongest 
point is the straightforward, unflinching, 
sane handling you give every point with 
which you deal. In my position I need 


(Continued on page 769) 
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Rome's Black Paganism in Paul's Day 


Why did the name “ Christian” become a hissing and a byword throughout the Empire ? 


By Ernest G. Sihler, Ph.D., Litt.D. "°*°" "8 











T ROME, “St. Paul’s outside the 

Walls,” the noblest church there, 

marks the region where the apostle 
of the Gentiles, a victim of Nero, laid 
his head on the block, A. D. 66-67. 

Paul’s birthplace, Tarsus in Cilicia, was 
one of the centers of erudition at the time 
Paul was born. Strabo, who wrote his 
great work on Geography under Tiberius, 
and who himself seems to have studied at 
Tarsus, writes as follows: “So g.eat has 
been the devotion of the men there to 
philosophy and all other regular courses 
of a liberal education that they have ex- 
celled both Athens and Alexandria, and if 
you can name any other place in which 
there have been schools and residence of 
philosophers. But it [Tarsus] is distin- 
guished to this degree, that there the eager 
students are all natives, but strangers do 
not readily settle down there, nor do these 
themselves stay there, but they both com- 
plete their studies after they have been 
abroad, and when they have reached matur- 
ity, they gladly live abroad, and few re- 
turn.” Strabo names many “philologists.” 
He mentions some as “Stoics”’; the Aca- 
demic Nestor taught Marcellus, the nephew 
and son-in-law of Augustus (see Vergil 
ZEneid VI). It is not necessary to urge 
that young Saul was gifted far beyond 
the average youth, and could, in his matur- 
ity, assume a position of real insight in the 
domain of philosophy and letters, 


Paul among the Intellectuals 


On the way from Pireus to Athens 
(A, D. 51) Paul saw an altar “to the 
Unknown Gods” (mentioned by Pausanias 
I, 1, 4) of which he spoke in his address 
on the Areopagus (Acts 17:23). Having 
been belittled by the Stoics and Epicureans, 
he quoted from Aratos: “For wé are of 
his race”; and in his Epistle to Titus he 
quotes from the Cretan seer Epimenides: 
“The Cretans are ever -liars, wretched 
beasts, lazy bellies.” Strabo describes the 
awful practice of pederasty in Crete with- 
out a word of reproof. 

But before we follow Paul to Rome we 
are met by a curious problem. Why were 
the Christians hated before the terrible 
persecution of A. D. 64 in Rome, which, 
no doubt spread from the capital into many 
provinces? The Jews and the Christians 
— were they confounded by the officials of 
the Empire? When Paul came to Rome 
in March A. D. 61, the Jews had some 
eight synagogues on the Tiber, and theirs 
was a religio licita. They had documentary 
privileges, from Cesar onward, confirmed 
by Antony, Augustus, and Agrippa, and 
accessible in official archives in the temple 
of Concordia on the Forum (Josephus, An- 
tiquities XIV, 1), addressed to Sidon, 
Delos, Sardis (superstitionis causa), to 
Laodicea, to Tralles, to Pergamon. I quote 
from a decree of Augustus (Josephus): 
“And their sacred funds shall be inviolable 
and sent up to Jerusalem, and they [the 
Jews] shall not give legal security on the 


It is not often that The Sunday 
School Times has had the privilege of 
giving its readers an authoritative study 
such as this, by an acknowledged mas- 
ter in the field of history and the clas- 
sical languages, who at the same time 
is a humble and devoted disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Of one of his great works, “From 
Augustus to Augustine,” The Exposi- 
tory Times of Edinburgh has said: 
“Dr. Sihler is an experienced and sure 
footed guide in the whole region of 
classical literature. ..a fine piece 
of first-hand scholarship, massive, 
learned, readable . .. cool and sane 
in face of excited eulogies, quickly 
bringing these exuberances to the test 
of cold facts.” ¥e 








Sabbath nor on the day of Preparation 
(cf. Luke 23: 54), etc. 

Let us now turn to certain passages in 
the New Testament. In 1 Peter 4 (writ- 
ten in the spring of A. D. 64 according to 
Zahn) we read: “Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you” (better: “actually occurring,” 
ginomenei, present tense); and: “Yet if 
any man suffer as a Christian,” etc. And 
this Epistle was addressed, not to Roman 
Christians, but to those of the Diaspora 
(Dispersion) of Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Asia (the Roman province of which 
Ephesus was the capital) and Bithynia. 

Let us now turn to Paul’s Epistle to the 
Galatians (written according to Zahn in 
A. D. 52), especially 6:12: “As many 
as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, 
they constrain you to be circumcised”... 
why? “only lest they should suffer for the 
cross of Christ” (i. e., for the profession 





To another valued contributor to 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times, Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith, Professor Sihler 
wrote recently in a personal letter: 
“IT have little pleasure in the 
Classics in my old age. They are 
pagan, aiter all.” 

Dr. Sihler’s article explains why 
the most faultless Greek and Latin 
Iterature of the first century or 
earlier, no matter how beautiful in 
form, is barren of all real value or 
beauty to a Christian believer. It 
is in God’s own and only Word that 
this great scholar, familiar as are 
few men with the best literature 
that the natural world can offer, 
finds his true joy and strength as 
he opens its pages and, in prayer 
fellowship with its Author, says 
with the prophet of old: “Thy 
words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me 
the joy and rejoicing of mine heart” 
(Jer. 15: 16). 
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of the Christian religion). Why did Luke 
end his narratives of the Acts with Paul’s 
discourse to the leading men of the Roman 
Jews? The terrible persecution of A. D. 
64 probably was the cause of that point of 
termination when the name of Christ and 
Christians became a hissing and a byword 
throughout the Empire. For the Acta 
Diurna of Rome went everywhere. 

As for Rome, the capital of the Mediter- 
ranean world, to which we now turn: if 
we had nothing of secular letters but the 
Biographies of the first 122 Emperors by 
Suetonius, we understand Paul’s life and 
writings much better, he being the “leader 
of the sect of the Nazarenes” (Acts 24: 
5), bitterly hated and persecuted by the 
leading Jews. As for the morals of Rome 
(cf. Rom. 1: 26, 27, and Eph. 5: 12, which 
he wrote from Rome in the summer of 
A. D. 62): “For it is a shame even to 
speak of those things which are done of 
them in secret.” It was the Rome of Nero, 
the pupil once of Seneca, Nero the matri- 
cide, whose life is fully known to us 
through Tacitus, Suetonius, and others. 
This Rome I shall now try briefly to de- 
scribe, chiefly in the moral aspects. 


Fashionable Immorality 


Classical scholars like Friedlander, Schil- 
ler, and Merivale are often prevented by 
their professional habits of reverence from 
telling the unvarnished and awful truth. 
Now the family, matrimony, children, do- 
mestic purity, are the basis of all true well- 
being. But these very things from the 
period from Cesar to Nero were in disso- 
lution, entirely pagan. Augustus, who saw 
the evils of his own day very clearly, ear- 
nestly strove to rehabilitate matrimonial 
order, as by the “Lex Julia de Maritandis 
Ordinibus,” which referred to the Sena- 
torial and Equestrian classes only; and he 
sent into exile at Tomi on the Black Sea 
the foremost literary exponent of the fash- 
ionable immorality of the time, Ovid, whose 
Fasti and Metamorphoses we still allow 
to figure in “classical” courses, whereas his 
earlier verse, most of it, for brilliant and 
brutal impurity is almost unrivalled, al- 
though he weaves in endless bits of Greek 
mythology —and chastity had but little 
place on the Olympus. The Romans had 
little or no “mythology,” and Cato. the 
Censor in his day fairly denounced the in- 
fluence of Greek culture in Rome; although 
he himself saw himself obliged to acquire 
Greek in his old age, as we learn from 
Polybius. 

The literary men of Rome, in Paul’s 
time, had no moral or charitable concerns. 
Seneca’s noble utterances never had. :any 
practical results, nor had they any influ- 
ence on any social or moral reforms. In 
a way the Gospel of Christ and the work 
of Paul were the first appeal to soul, and 
conscience known to the classical. world. 

When Paul came to Rome in A. D. 61, 
the unspeakable Nero had been ruling since 
A. D. 54, when Claudius had been poisoned 








760 * 


by his own (last) wife and niece, Agrip- 
pina. 

But we must now turn to the Rome of 
Nero and Seneca We admit that the 


moral judgments of the greatest of the © 


Stoics are searching, pointed and fearless, 
and reveal the world of his day, as by 
occasional sheet-lightning, in a striking way 
much more than the pens of Plato and 
Aristotle in their generation. The “gods” 
of popular tradition are to Seneca merely 
physical forces, whereas the Supreme power 
may be called Nature or Fate or Provi- 
dence. We would call Seneca a deist or 
pantheist, yet nothing would be gained by 
these labels. He was utterly unconcerned 
with the (political) reverence of the Ro- 
mans for the Jupiter Capitolinus. 

Augustine has preserved for us some 
curious passages from Seneca’s De Super- 
stitione (De Civitate Dei VI, 10). After 
ridiculing the rites of the Isis-Osiris cult 2 
with its fictions, mourning, and _ subse- 
quent joy of the worshippers, once a year, 
Seneca proceeds (Fragment 36 ed. Haase, 
vol. 2, p. 426): 

“IT came to the capitol; one must feel 
ashamed of the folly displayed. . . x’ “one 
applies names to the god, another announces 
the hours to Jupiter, another is the lictor, 
another the anointer, who with silly move- 
ment of his arms imitates one who is 
anointing. There are women who make 
up the hair for Juno and Minerva: stand- 
ing at a distance from the temple, they 
move their fingers in the fashion of hair- 
dressers. There are women who hold a 
mirror, there are men who summon the 
gods to their bailbonds, there are men who 
offer documents and explain their law- 
case. An expert pantomime, now a weak 
old man, was clearly going through a role 
on the capitol, as though the gods were 
eagerly looking on a man whom men had 
abandoned.” 

Seneca often referred to the Jews, and 
mocked their Sabbaths. As for the Chris- 
tians, Augustine says, Seneca did not name 
them: these were even then most hostile 
to the Jews. Of the Jews, Seneca said: 
“When meanwhile the habit of the most 
criminal race has gained strength, so that 
it has been received in almost all lands: 
the vanquished have given laws to victors.” 

Of Rome, capital of the world, Seneca 
says (Ad Helviam 6, 2): “Behold this mul- 
titude, for which hardly suffice the roofs 
of the boundless capitai: the greatest part 
of that multitude has no fatherland. From 
their municipal towns and their colonies, 
from the whole world, have they streamed 
together. Some, ambition has brought 
there; others, the urgency of public duty; 
others, some political mission; others, lux- 
ury, seeking a convenient and rich place 
for immoralities; others the eager pursuit 
of liberal studies, others, public shows. 
Some are drawn by the friendships. ... 
Some brought their beauty to find a mar- 
ket for it, some came to sell their power 
of rhetorical utterance. Every class of men 
hastens to a city which presents large re- 
wards both to virtue and to vice.” 

Of the rich: “They vomit in order to 
eat, and eat in erder to vomit, and the 





1See my “Testimonium Animae” (N. Y., 1908), 
chapter XVIII, “L. Annaeus Seneca, the Ver- 
satile, and the Rome of Seneca.” 

2One of the largest buildings in Nero’s Rome 
was the Temple of Isis and Osiris, after which 
one of the III Regions or Wards of Rome was 
called. 
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feasts which they gather in the whole world 
they do not even deign to digest” (Ad 
Helviam, 2). “Why does your wife wear 
in her ears the wealth of a great mansion?” 
(De Vita Beata, 17, 2). “I see robes of 
silken stuffs, if they must be called robes, 
the mistress of which, after attiring her- 
self therein, cannot well swear that she 
is not naked. These robes are imported 
for vast sums from nations unknown to 
us even for commerce, in order that our 
matrons may not even display more of 
themselves in their boudoir to their lovers 
than they display in public” (De Beneficiis, 
7,9 5). 

Of Baiae the famous watering place of 
Roman society Seneca also speaks (he had 
a villa near by): revels were there on the 
private yachts, the basins resounding with 
the music of private orchestras — the 
amours of the aristocracy were carried on 
with consummate effrontery. The early 
Christians called all this, of which they 
could not be a part, “the world” (kosmos), 
and Seneca thus writes of the Roman 
world: “When you see the Forum packed 
with a multitude, and the Barriers filled 
with a moving mass of every kind of num- 
bers, and that Circus in which the people 
displays the greater part of itself: Know 
this, that there are so many faults as there 
are human beings. And among those whom 
you see attired in the garb of Roman gen- 
tlemen, there is no peace; one is drawn to 
the destruction of the other by a slight 
profit.” ... “The one greater than them- 
selves they feel a burden. They are goaded 
by different appetites. They desire uni- 
versal wrack and ruin on account of some 
frivolous pleasure or booty” (De Tra, 2, 
8). 

Of the terrible persecution of the Chris- 
tians in A. D. 64, when Nero turned on 
them the responsibility for the fire (July 
19 and following days), I will not now 
speak. I may call attention to a series of 
articles published this year in Bibliotheca 
Sacra, dealing with the first twelve Roman 
Emperors. In Tacitus (Annals, XV, 44) 
we find the name of Christ, of Pontius 
Pilate, and of Tiberius. The Roman his- 
torian holds the Christians guiltless of the 
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fire, but condemns them (as did his friend 
Pliny when Governor of Bithynia under 
Trajan) when he speaks of the Christians 
thus: “Whom, hated through their shame- 
less practices (per flagitia invisos), the 
common people called Christians.” On 
these charges (refuted in Rome by Justin 
Martyr, later on) consult Minucius Felix, 
the Roman gentleman and lawyer, con- 
verted to Christianity long after Nero; 
he describes these flagitia in detail1 For 
more than a century this horrid obloquy 
has been repeated. “We too,” says the 
Christian Octavius, “have been pagans; we 
believed the monstrous stories about the 
Christians, stories which were so bruited 
about, but never investigated or proven.” 
Who caused those infamous lies? I 
close with an eminent British scholar: 2 
“New significance had been given to the 
words [of our Lord, in Mark 13: 4f] 
by the inauguration in A. D. 64 of the 
policy of the persecution for the name of 
Christian, as the standard and official treat- 
ment henceforth to be accorded by the 
Imperial Government to the new faith. 
Prior to this the Christians had already 
incurred social unpopularity and suspicion: 
but when special attention had been directed 
to them by Nero’s famous attempt (per- 
haps instigated and supported by Jews) to 
shift off his shoulders on to theirs the 
suspicion of having set Rome on fire, they 
came to be regarded officially as enemies 
of society by reason of the unpatriotic 
views and secret crimes supposed to be 
bound up with the religion they professed. 
They thus became liable, thenceforward, 
not only at Rome but throughout the prov- 
inces, to be proceeded against,—as rob- 
bers and pirates were proceeded against, 
—not under any laws specially directed 
against them, but under the ordinary powers 
with which the magistrates were armed.” 


New York Unrversiry. 





1“From Augustus to Augustine,” by E. G. 
Sihler, Cambridge University Press, 1923, pp. 51, 
52. 


2C. J. Cadoux: “The Early Church and the 
World,” Edinburgh, 1925, p. 102. Dr. Cadoux 
cites Tacitus, Annals XV, 44, and Suetonius, 
Nero 16. 
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Questions for answer, and other communi- 

cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 

The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 

or addresses or identity will be published 

in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 

tions are tco personal for an answer in 

these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 

to reply individually if possible, if return 
P tag is 7 A 

Dear Mother Ruth: I have enjoyed so much 
your interesting discussions in the Times, and 
they have helped me so much. I just wonder 
if you have ever had suck a problem presented 
to you, as I am bringing? 

I have been brought up in the church, and 
ohurch work has been a pdrt of my life. These 
last few years I have been greatly worried as 
to the assurance of my salvation. I went to 
the altar when I was in my teens, but it 
did not seem to mean much. But about a 
year ago, as I began to feel I was not really 
saved, I just went quietiy to the Lord one 
night and told him that whatever it was that 
was keeping me from him I wanted it made 
plain to me. In case I had not come in the 





right way, I did it that night all over again, 
and while I had doubts, not as to his power 
to save, but doubts about myself coming to 
him in the right way, I did not know what 
was the trouble. I have wondered if I felt the 
guilt of my sin enough or was truly repentant, 
but I do realize that without Christ’s atoning 
blood I am absolutely lost. I also wondered if 
I were just believing with head knowledge in- 
stead of heart knowledge, also if I lacked faith 
enough to be saved. 


Oh, I have tried to think of all kinds of 
reasons for God’s not giving me the assurance 
of my salvation. I told the Lord that night 
from then on I was going to do my best just 
to take him at his word: “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out,” and all such 
verses; but then in a few days I was looking 
for feelings again. I just feel so heart broken 
when I see a person who has a definite, real 
experience and change in his or her heart. I 
love the Lord, and at times seem to have 
such communion as I open up my heart to 
him. Now dear friend, is it right for me to 
keep on praying for the real assurance that 
Christ has washed away my sin, or should I 




















Lesson for December 17 


just go on trusting him and looking to him 
without this assurance? If I only knew that 
it was God’s way for me to go on like this, 
I would be happy; but how can I have real 
joy when that awful pain comes in, wonder- 
ing if I am saved? Would it be Satan’s way 
of tempting me to lose faith in Christ’s work 
for me? 


EAR FRIEND: The first question 
in your letter is to be answered first. 
Yes, in these last few months, there have 
been many who are almost distracted be- 
cause of the uncertainty into which they 
have been plunged about their salvation. 
And so it is easy to jump to your last 
question, Is it “Satan’s way of tempting 
me to lose faith’? Surely it is, and for 
you to have any misgivings about it cer- 
tainly will delight him! Put every argu- 
ment aside, and plunge your soul déep into 
the precious blood of Jesus Christ, and 
KNOW that your sins are forgiven! Call 
out with Job of old: “I know that my 
redeemer liveth’! (Job 19:25.) Have the 
courage born of God to look straight at 
Satan, and say, “The blood, the blood, is 
all my plea; Hallelujah, for it cleanseth 
me!” No matter what thought he brings 
to you, plead the blood of Christ and soon 
he will leave you. Do not allow Satan to 
beguile you with any thoughts of his. Keep 
on getting closer and closer to the Lord, 
so that the Adversary will not accomplish 
that which is his work in these days, to 
separate you from the God who is your 
salvation. 
Stop thinking out some unnatural way 
to see if you are the Lord’s. The work is 
done, and you should not allow yourself to 
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be distracted by Satan. You have too many 
precious promises to waste time in argu- 
ment, but give Satan the same words your 
Lord used in those days when he endured 
his temptations: “It is written.” Have 
many promises ready and hurl them at 
the Enemy, and keep giving him the truth 
as God has given it to you in his Word. 
Never waver, but with a faith born of God, 
keep steady and be filled with the Spirit, 
that you may feel the first approach of the 
Adversary, Take Ephesians 6: 10-17, and 
read it until you have memorized it, and 
then be ready to live it. Thank God, we 
do not have to submit to any discourage- 
ment, but when we recognize the Enemy, 
we may run to the Lord who is our refuge. 
Keep yourself in the “secret place of the 
most High,” because you have the abiding 
Spirit, and are “under the shadow of the 
Almighty.” Take Psalm 91, and enjoy it 
as your Safety Chapter. Let all the full- 
ness of the power that God has for you 
be dominant in your life and experience, 
and it will defeat Satan’s efforts, and will 
be a means of making you a stronger and 
more effectual worker for the Lord. This 
very test will be a means of proving the 
power of God to your soul. 

One more thought: God does give you 
his assurance that you are saved, but Satan 
is trying to destroy it. Now let Satan 
see how much joy the victory over the 
temptation has brought you, and how much 
more you love your Lord now than ever 
before. May God help you to see what 
a blessing this victory is through your 
Lord and Master Jesus Christ! 








The 


The concluding article in a life 
sketch of John Newton 
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“Old African Blasphemer’s” 


Last Days 
By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 














HE last important change in Newton’s 
long and varied life came in December, 
1778, when he became rector of the 
Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, in a wealthy 
neighborhood in London. Here he lived for 
twenty-eight years, until his death in 1807. 
His first sermon was from Ephesians 4: 
15, “But speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ.” His house was 
open to all Christians; he would “entertain, 
encourage, and instruct his friends; espe- 
cially younger ministers, or candidates for 
the ministry.” 

In the crowded days of the present, it is 
interesting to read what this busy pastor 
thought of so-called “interruptions.” “He 
observed, one day, when adverting to the 
perpetual interruptions to which a Lon- 
don clergyman is liable, ‘I seem to see in 
this world two heaps, of human happiness 
and human misery; now, if I can take but 
the smallest bit from one heap, and add it 
to the other, I carry a point. If, as I 79 
home, a child has dropped a half-penny, 
and if, by giving it another, I can wipe 
away ‘its tears, I feel I have done some- 
thing. I should be glad, indeed, to do 
greater things; but I will not neglect this. 
When I hear a knock at my study-door, 
I hear a message from God. It may be a 
lesson of instruction; perhaps a lesson of 


patience ; but since it is his message, it must’ 
be interesting.’ ” 

A great blow fell upon Newton in 1790, 
for his‘ wife died on December 15. ‘Their 
life together for forty years had been an 
unusually happy one, and for seven years 
before their marriage Mary Catlett, in 
far-away Kent, had been all that he cared 
to live for. At the funeral the congrega- 
tion sang a beautiful hymn written by New- 
ton. The first line reads, “The earth with 
rich abundance stored,” and three of the 
eight stanzas are as follows: 

Domestic joys, alas, how rare! 

Possessed and known by few! 


And they who know them, find they are 
As frail and transient, too. 


But you who love the Saviour’s voice, 
And rest upon his name, 

Amidst these changes may rejoice, 
For he is still the same. 


The Lord himself. will soon appear, 
Whom you unseen adore ; 

Then he will wipe off ev’ry tear, 
And you shall weep no more. 

The degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conferred upon Newton by the College of 
New Jersey, later Princeton University. 
Although he was grateful for the honor, 
he never cared to have the degree used. 

When Newton was eighty years old, 
some one suggested that as he was not 
well and becoming feeble he should stop 
preaching. “I cannot stop!” said he, rais- 
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ing his voice: “What! shall the old Afri- 
can blasphemer stop while he can speak?” 

For over fifty years John Newton had 
been walking with God, and he knew that 
his walk on this earth would soon be over. 
About a month before he died, he said: 
“It is a great thing to die; and, when flesh 
and heart fail, to have God for the strength 
of our heart, and our portion for ever. ‘I 
know whom I have believed, and he is able 
to keep that which I have committed to 
him against that great day. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day.’” 

A few days before his death he said, 
“T am satisfied with the Lord’s will.” On 
December 21, 1807, he went to be with 
the Lord. 

Perhaps the briefest, and the most vivid 
summary of Newton’s life is found in his 
epitaph, which he wrote shortly before his 
death to be placed on a tablet in his church: 


JOHN NEWTON, Clerk, 


Once an Infidel and Libertine, 
A servant of slaves in Africa, 
Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and 


Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST, 
Preserved, restored, pardoned, 
And appointed to preach the Faith 
He had long laboured to destroy, 
Near sixteen years at Olney in Bucks 
And... years in this church. 


He did not forget his beloved wife, for he 
prepared a tribute to her, and requested 
that it be placed on the same tablet. 

One section of Newton’s will bears a 
glorious testimony to the saving power of 
the Lord Jesus, “I commit my soul to my 
gracious God and Saviour, who mercifully 
spared and preserved me, when I was an 
apostate, a blasphemer, and an infidel, and 
delivered me from that state of misery on 
the coast of Africa into which my obstinate 
wickedness had plunged me; and who has 
been pleased to admit me (though most 
unworthy) to preach his glorious Gospel. 
I rely with humble confidence upon the 
atonement and mediation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God and Man, which I have often 
proposed to others as the only foundation 
whereon a sinner can build his hope; 
trusting that he will guard and guide me 
through the uncertain remainder of my life, 
and that he will then admit me into his 
presence in his heavenly kingdom.” 

Among the best known hymns by John 
Newton are: “Safely through another 
week, God has brought us on our way,” and 
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds!” 
How many Christians realize what a mar- 
velous story of God’s mercy lies back of 
these beautiful lines? 

Who had more reason than John New- 
ton, once the bondslave of sin, transformed 
into the bondslave of Christ, to write the 
following verses: 


Be still, my heart! these anxious cares 
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares; 
They cast dishonor on thy Lord, 
And contradict His gracious word. 


Brought safely by: His hand thus far, 
Why wilt thou now give place to fear? 
How canst thou want if He provide, 

Or lose thy way with such a guide? 


Did ever trouble yet befall, 

And He refuse to hear thy call? 

He, who has helped thee hitherto, 
Will help thee all thy journey through. 


Though rough and thorny be the road, 
It leads thee home apace to God; 
Then count thy present trials small, 
For heaven will make amends for all. 
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Teaching Juniors by Question and Answer 
Memory yet used in the West Side Presbyterian 


By Mrs. P. L. Ayer 














Great Truths of Salvation 


1. Did Jesus exist before his birth in 
Bethlehem? 


Yes, he was with God in the creation. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made” (John 1: 1-3). 


2. When Adam and Eve sinned in the 
Garden, what did God do for them? 


By the shedding of blood he provided a 
covering. “Unto Adam also and to his 
wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, 
and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21). 


3. Does every person in the world need 
a Saviour? 

Yes. “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3: 23). 


4. What covering has God provided for 
our sins? 

He gave his only Son, Jesus. “Who his 
own self bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead-to sins, should 
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed” (1 Pet. 2: 24). 


5. Why are we commanded to tell the 
whole world about him? 

Because there is no other way to be 
saved. “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


6. What can we do to earn salvation? 

We can do nothing. Salvation is a gift 
from God. “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 


7. How may we become God’s children? 

By receiving Jesus and believing on his 
name. “But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name” (John 1:12). “For ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” 
(Gal. 3: 26). 


8. How may we know that we are saved? 

Because God’s Word tells us so. “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life” (John 5:24). 


9. How may oTHERS know that we are 
saved? 

By the way we live. “He that saith, 
I know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” 
(1 John 2: 4). 


10. What are Jesus’ commandments? 


Love. “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 


This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself” (Matt. 22: 
37-39). 


11. If we sin and grieve the Holy Spirit, 
are we still God’s children? 

Yes, but disobedient ones. “My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand” 
(John 10: 27, 28). 


12. How may we renew our fellowship 
with him? 

By confessing our sins. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). 


13. What will help us to become useful 
Christian workers? 

Learning more of God’s Word. “Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 


Abiding in Christ 


(If we think of salvation.as coming 
to the King for pardon, by abiding 
we mean remaining with the King for 
blessing.) 


1. Are unhappy, complaining persons 
abiding with Jesus? 


No, there is always joy in the presence 


of Jesus. “Thou wilt shew me the path of - 


life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore” (Psa. 16:11). 


2. If we are living in fellowship with 
Jesus, shall we be concerned about others? 

Yes, we will show our love to them by 
our deeds. ‘My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (1 John 3:18). 


3. How may we get answers to our 
prayers? 

By living in fellowship with Jesus, be- 
cause then we ask only according to his 
will. “If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you” (John 15: 
7). 


4. What will prevent God from hearing 
our prayers? 

If we have known sin in our lives, the 
Lord will not listen to our prayers. “If 
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me” (Psa. 66: 18). 


5. How can we know what God's will 
is for us? 

When we delight to please him, he directs 
every detail of our lives. “The steps of 
a good man are ordered by the Lord: and 
he delighteth in his way” (Psa. 37:23). 


6. How can we be fruit-bearing Chris- 
tians? 


By living in Christ and letting Christ. 
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live in us. “I am the vine, ye are the , 


branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing” (John 
15:5). 

7. Why should we bear MucH fruit? 

Because we cannot glorify the heavenly 
Father or prove that we are Jesus’ dis- 
ciples until we produce much fruit. “Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 


fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (John 
15:8). 


8. How may we not be ashamed when 
Jesus comes? 


By constantly abiding in him. “And now, 
little children, abide in him; that, when he 
shall appear, we may have confidence, and 
not be ashamed before him at his coming” 
(1 John 2: 28). 

SEATTLE, WASH. 


Putting New Life into the Singing 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


NE Sunday morning a superintendent, 

unsatisfied with the singing in his 
school, announced that on the following 
Sunday he would use hymns number eight, 
sixty-three, and eighty-six in the hymnal. 
These hymns, he said, were selected partly 
because they were fine, old hymns that 
every one should know, and principally be- 
cause they fitted right in with the lesson of 
the day. Then he asked three different 
families to look up the history of the 
hymns, something about the author, and be 
ready to tell it briefly the following Sun- 
day before the hymn was sung. 

He asked every family in the Sunday- 
school to try to learn the three hymns so 
they could sing them during the week, and 
announced further that he might call upon 
some classes to sing one stanza alone. 

As each hymn was sung he asked some 
class to sing one stanza alone. By the 
applause they received, it was determined 
which had done the best work in learning 
the hymns. 

After that the classes tried meeting dur- 
ing the week, or at least some of them, to 
practice on the less familiar hymns so they 
might be ready to do their part well when 
called upon. The Primary children and 
the Juniors practiced some of the hymns 
so they, too, could do a credible perform- 
ance when called upon. 

During eighteen months the school be- 
came familiar with all the best. of the old 
hymns, and learned something of their his- 
tory and of their authorship. They know 
the words well enough to sing them with- 
out hesitation, and in the right spirit. 

At first the superintendent offered to or- 
der hymns books for those who wished to 
have them in their homes. Those who could 
not afford to order their own were permit- 
ted to take hymn books home for a week, 
if they would register their names with 
the hymn book custodian and check each 
Sunday to show that they had brought their 
book back. 

Instead of laboring through a hymn or 
two as a time killer each Sunday, this 
school now considers the singing of the 
hymns one of the most enjoyable features 
of their opening and closing sessions, as of 
course it always should be, 

Boutper, Coto. 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 17. PAUL IN ROME 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts, Chapters 27, 28; printed text: 28: 11-22, 30, 31 
Golden Text.— | press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.—Phil. 3:14 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 28 : 11-22, 30, 31 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 28:11 And after three months we departed in a ship of 
Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor 
and Pollux. 

12 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. 

13 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: 
and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day 
to Puteoli: 

14 Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them 
seven days: and so we went toward Rome. 

15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came 
to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom 
when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the 
prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to 
dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 

17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the 
chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he 
said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered 
prisoner from Jerusatem into the hands of the Romans: 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, 
because there was no cause of death in me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to 
appeal unto Cesar; not that I had aught to accuse my nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and 
to speak with you:;-because that for the hope of Israel I am bound 
with this chain. 

21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of 
Judza concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed 
or spake any harm of thee. 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as con- 
cerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against. 

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and 
received all that came in unto him, 

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which 


concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man’ for- 
bidding him. 
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His second 
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Acts 28:11 And after three months we set sail in a ship of 
Alexandria which had wintered in the island, whose sign was + The 
Twin Brothers. 12 And touching at Syracuse, we tarried there 
three days. 13 And from thence we *made a circuit, and arrived 
at Rhegium: and after one day a south wind sprang up, and on the 
second day we came to Puteoli; 14 where we found brethren, and 
were entreated to tarry with them seven days: and so we came to 
Rome. 15 And from thence the brethren, when they heard of us, 
came to meet us as far as The Market of Appius and The Three 
Taverns; whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

16 And when we entered into Rome, * Paul was suffered to abide 
by himself with the soldier that guarded him. 

17 And it came to pass, that after three days he called together 
*those that were the chief of the Jews: and when they were come 
together, he said unto them, I, brethren, though I had done nothing 
against the people, or the customs of our fathers, yet was delivered 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans: 18 who, 
when they had examined me, desired to set me at liberty, because 
there was no cause of death in me. 19 But when the Jews spake 
against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Cesar; not that I had 
aught whereof to accuse my nation. 20 For this cause therefore did 
I °entreat you to see and to speak with me: for because of the hope 
of Israel I am bound with this chain. 21 And they said unto him, 
We neither received letters from Judza concerning thee, nor did any 
of the brethren come hither and report or speak any harm cf thee. 
22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for‘as con- 
cerning this sect, it is known to us that everywhere it is spoken 
against. 

30 And he abode two whole years in his own hired dwelling, and 
received all that went in unto him, 31 preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all boldness, none forbidding him. 

1Gr., Dioscuri. *Some ancient authorities read, cast loose. 

® Some ancient authorities insert the centurion delivered the 

prisoners to the Chief of the camp: but etc. *Or, those that 

were of the Jews first. ©°Or, call for you, to see and to speak 
with you. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UKE’S thrilling story of the Acts 
L of the Apostles closes with a “tale of 

two cities” — the two most important 
cities in the world, Jerusalem and Rome. 
Paul left Jerusalem, the capital of the 
Jewish world, for Rome, the capital of the 
Gentile world. Both cities needed what 
Paul sought to bring them— Christ and 
his salvation. Both cities rejected Paul, 
as previously they had rejected Christ. But 
Paul did not leave Jerusalem until his 
witness there was complete, and though 
Satan sought to hinder him through the 
shipwreck, he stood before Cesar and com- 
pleted his witness in Rome also. For many 
years Paul had a great desire and purpose 
to go to the Roman Christians (Rom, 1: 
13; 15:23), and prayed to this end, en- 
treating them to pray (Rom. 15: 30-32). 
All the prayers were answered, though in 
far different ways than any of them 
dreamed, Paul pressed on toward the goal, 
but God was controlling both the press- 
ing on and the goal. 


The Historical Setting 

There is general agreement on the view 
that Paul arrived in Rome in the spring 
of A. D. 61, and that he was released at 
the close of the two years in A. D. 63. 


imprisonment was probably 
three or four years later, in 66 or 67, and 
his martyrdom in 67 or 68. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 28:11.—And after three months. 
Probably in February, as they arrived in 
Malta the latter part of October (Acts 
27:9: the fast was the Day of Atonement, 
coming about the first of October). A 
ship of Alexandria. Like the ship that 
was wrecked, a large vessel carrying grain 
to Rome. Whose sign was Castor and 
Pollux. The fabled twin sons of Jupiter, 
“the Dioskouroi,” regarded as the gods of 
navigation and guardians of seamen. Paul 
had the true Guardian carrying him 
through “perils of seas.” 


Verse 12.—Landing at Syracuse. A sail 
of about ninety miles to the capital of 
Sicily, a large and flourishing city, famous 
for its destruction of the large Athenian 
fleet in 413 B. C., and for its conflicts with 
Rome. Tarried there ihree days. Probably 
awaiting a favorable wind. A local tradi- 
tion regards Paul as the founder of the 
Christian church in Sicily. He may have 
preached in the synagogues. 


Verse 13.—From thence we fetched a 
compass. “Made a circuit,” probably mean- 
ing taking a roundabout course on account 
of unfavorable winds. Came to Rhegium. 
Now Reggio, at the southwest point of 
Italy, opposite Messina. Came the next day 
to Puteoli. Now Pozzuoli, about seven 


miles southwest of Naples. They made a 
quick journey of the 182 miles. 

Verse 15.—The brethren ... . came to 
meet us as far as Appii forum. This town, 
“the Market of Appius,” was located about 
forty-five miles from Rome on the Appian 
Way, most famous of the Roman roads, 
running from Rome to Capua, later extend- 
ing to Brundisium, 366 miles long, con- 
structed in 312 B. C. by the Censor, Ap- 
pius Claudius. And The three taverns. 
Another town ten miles nearer Rome, 
where other Christians were waiting. 


Verse 16—When we came to Rome. 
The “we” indicates that Luke was still with 
Paul. But Paul was suffered to dwell by 
himself. Special favor was given him, 
probably because of the report of the cen- 
turion concerning his distinguished prisoner 
and the favorable written report of Festus. 
With a soldier that kept him. The soldier 
was chained to Paul and was relieved from 
time to time, giving Paul a great oppor- 
tunity to spread the Gospel (Phil. 1:13). 


Verse 17.—Called the chief of the Jews 
together. Their leading men, including the 
elders and rulers of the synagogues; there 
were, it is said, seven synagogues in Rome 
and a Jewish population estimated at 60,- 
000. 


Verse 18—Who, when they had ex- 
amined me, would have let me go. Sup- 


plementing Acts 25:8, 9. Note verse 19; 
Acts (25: 3,.-11, :12: 
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Verse 20.—For the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain. Again he comes 
to the message of all his defenses, the Mes- 
siah and his resurrection, which was the 
central truth of Judaism and of Christian- 
ity. 

Verse 21—We neither received letters. 
They had not had time to reach them. 
Neither any of the brethren that came 
shewed or spake any harm of thee. The 
original rather suggests that no one had 
come who could give any news of Paul. 

Verse 22.—As concerning this sect. The 
word is not used in the sense of “heresy” 
(Acts 5:17; 15:5; 26:5). We know that 
every where it is spoken against. That is, 
by the Jews. 

Verse 30.—Paul dwelt two whole years 
in his own hired house. As a prisoner, 
chained to the soldiers (Philem. 1, 9, 10, 
23; Col. 4:18; Phil. 1:13, 14, 16). 

Verse 31.—Preaching the kingdom of 
God. This is one of the many descriptions 
of the Gospel message (Acts 8: 12; 14: 22; 
19:8; 20:25; 28:23; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 
4:20). Teaching ... the Lord Jesus Christ. 
An explanation of what the Kingdom of 
God meant, though here the “teaching” is 
in addition to the “preaching.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul came to Rome “in the fulness of 
the blessing of the gospel of Christ,” as 
. he wrote the Roman Christians that he 
knew he would do (Rom. 15:29). All the 
things that happened to Paul, — the witness 
in Jerusalem, the imprisonment in Czsarea, 
the appeal to Czsar, the shipwreck, the 
two years in Rome,—fell out unto the 
furtherance of the Gospel (Phil. 1:12). 
Rome was the great goal of Paul’s min- 
istry. There at the first imprisonment 
Christ was magnified by his life, and at 
the second imprisonment by his death. As 
he pressed on toward the goal, he was led 
in triumph in Christ (2 Cor. 2:14). In 
nothing was he put to shame (Phil. 
1:20). In Rome he was a sweet savor 
of Christ unto God, unto the believers 
a savor of life unto death, unto the 
Jews who rejected a savor of death 
unto death, but always a sweet savor of 
Christ. We are entrusted with the same 
precious message that Paul carried to 
Rome. Let us, led by God’s Spirit, take ad- 
vantage of every circumstance, and have 
the one passion that Christ might be mag- 
nified in our bodies, that all that happens 
to us might make for the progress of the 
Gospel. 


Lesson Outlines 

PavuL AND RoME 

1. His purposing, praying, and plan- 
ning to go. 2. His God-directed jour- 
ney, including the arrest, appeal to Cesar, 
shipwreck, ministry in Malta, private 
prison. 3. His witness in the imperial 
city: to Jews, the Church, soldiers, all 
who came, Cesar and his household. 4. 
His second imprisonment and martyrdom. 


Pau, Bounp— THE GospEL SpreAD (2 
Tim. 2:9). 

1. Witness on Ship: by life and by 
word, to sailors, prisoners, soldiers, offi- 
cials. 2. Witness in Malia: by service, 
by miracles, by preaching. 3. Witness 
to Christians: his companions, groups on 
the journey, church at Rome, many vis- 
itors. 4. Witness to Jews: winning some, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
12. December 17.—Paul in Rome 
Acts, Chapters 27, 28 
13. December- 24.—A Vision of World Peace 
Isaiah 11 : 1-9 
14. December 31.—The Life of Paul 
Philippians 3 : 1-14 
First Quarter 
. January 7.—Birth and Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1:1 to 2: 23 
2. January 14.—Baptism and Temptation 
KH FORGE. icdcssccvevecs Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 
3. January 21.—Jesus Begins His Ministry. 
Matthew 4 : 12-25 
4. January 28.—Standards of the Kingdom. 
Matthew 5: 1-48 
5. February 4.—Putting God’s Kingdom 


ca 


PUG cb ete veicersvigeseys Matthew 6: 1-34 
6. February 11.—Timely Warnings (Tem- 
perance Lesson) .......... Matthew 7: 1-29 


gy. February 18.—Jesus’ Power to Help 
Matthew 8:1 to 9:34 








warning others. 5. Witness to wunbe- 
lievers: winning soldiers, spreading Gos- 
pel through Imperial Guard, saving run- 
away slave and many others. 6. Witness 
through his letters: to Asia Minor, thence 
to all the earth and to limits of time. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Does Acts Reach its Goal? The Holy 
Spirit who guided Luke had a definite pur- 
pose in Acts, and the book closes when 
that purpose is consummated. Acts is a 
complete and marvelous unity in all of its 
parts, recording the establishing of the 
Gospel message and the Church, in Jeru- 
salem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost 
part of the earth. That Gospel was 
preached to the Jew first. In each cen- 
ter where Paul went there were Jews 
saved, but the Jews officially and as a 
whole rejected the message. He went to 
Jerusalem as the final witness, and they 
sought to murder him. He went to Rome, 
the last great center, and gathered the 
Jews together to proclaim Messiah to them. 
Some believed, but the majority, repre- 
senting the Jews officially, rejected. Paul 
pronounced their doom, in that solemn, oft- 
quoted passage from Isaiah (Matt. 13: 14, 
15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12: 
40; 2 Cor. 3:14, 15). This rejection at 
Rome was the final rejection. The Jews 
had their forty years of opportunity after 
the crucifixion of Christ, and then the Tem- 
ple was destroyed. Acts, far from being 
an uncompleted book, closes with a tre- 
mendous climax, and the final turning to 
the Gentiles (Acts 28:28; 13:46; 18:6; 
Rom. 11:11). Indeed, it is the close of 
an age, and awaits the day when the Jews 
will repent of their rejection and by the 
grace of God receive their Messiah (Rom. 
II: 1-36). 

Paul’s Closing Years. Tradition testifies 
that Paul was released at the end of his 
two years’ imprisonment, that he carried 
on missionary work, including the proposed 
journey to Spain, that he was arrested 
again (probably in the persecution that 
arose under Nero after the burning of Rome 
in 64) and was sent to Rome, where he 
was beheaded in A. D. 67 or 68. This 
is confirmed ‘by the references in 2 Tim- 
othy and Titus, written during this second 
imprisonment (2 Tim. 1: 15-18; 2:9; 4: 
6-13). The tradition that he went to Spain 
seems confirmed by the clear statement of 
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his purpose to go (Rom. 15: 22-24, 28; cf. 
Rom. 1:13; Phil. 1:24, 25). 

Other Special Topics. The Prison Epis- 
tles. Rome and Nero. The Church at 
Rome. Letter to the Romans. Jews in 
the Roman Empire. Malta and the Witness 
There. Voyage and Shipwreck (see Les- 
son Questions). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Press on toward the goal, and be afraid 
of nothing. As God had a goal for Paul’s 
ministry, so has he for every Christian. 
None could have a more apparently inter- 
rupted life than Paul, but along the path- 
way of those interruptions he pressed for- 
ward triumphantly (2 Cor. 2:14). 


Paul was keenly watchful to do good to 
all men, helpful on every occasion. He 
warned the captain and the owner of the 
coming disaster to the ship; when the 
disaster came, Paul was the real captain, 
encouraging them, directing them, prevent- 
ing sailors from escaping, caring for every 
practical need. He was foremost in the 
work of leadership, but also in gathering 
sticks for the fire. 

Rejoice in tribulation. “The Lord is at 
hand. In nothing be anxious” (Phil. 4: 
5, 6). His own word to us is: “In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16: 33). 

Love the Jews and seek to win them. The 
Jews are hardened in this age (Rom. 11: 
25); but individual Jews are ready to re- 
ceive the Messiah (Rom. 9: 1-3; 10:1, 2; 
TEEY). 

Be bold to witness for Christ to all 
classes and on all occasions. Paul wit- 
nessed to sailors, soldiers, prisoners, high 
officials, the rough men chained to him, to 
Jews, and to all who came to him. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

When Paul stood before Nero, the worst 
man in the world faced the best man in 
the world: the worst man was the world’s 
ruler; the best man was the chief of sin- 
ners, saved by grace. 


Paul made full use of his two great priv- 
ileges in Christ—to believe on him and 
to suffer in his behalf (Phil. 1:29). 


The only way to keep Paul in one place 
was to chain him; he had his first “settled 
pastorate” in prison in Rome, for two 
years; but he occupied a pulpit that reached 
to the ends of the earth and to the limits 
of time. 


Nero nominally ruled the world from 
Rome; his prisoner really ruled the world 
from Rome. 

Historians pay as little attention to Paul’s 
influence on the Roman Empire as great 
men in Nero’s day paid to his Jewish pris- 
oner; historians, ancient and modern, have 
ever been blind to the greatest facts of his- 
tory. 

Paul was careful to ask a blessing in the 
presence of nearly three hundred heathen,— 
including soldiers, sailors, and prisoners. 

Good cheer comes from believing God, 
that it shall be even so as he hath spoken 
(Acts 27:25). 

The Kingdom of God that Paul preached 
is not of this earth; but it is surely coming 
on this earth; the reign of all the Cesars 
will cease, 
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Lesson for December 17 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an-unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT incidents on the journey to Rome 

show that Paul was a very practical 

man, keenly interested in all that was 
happening ? 

2. What are some of the purposes served 
by Luke’s detailed account in the Acts of the 
voyage and shipwreck? 

3. What words in the last chapter of the 
Acts throw light on the last chapter of the 
letter to the Romans? 

4. What characteristic course did Paul pur- 
sue in his plan to evangelize Rome, even from 
his prison? 

5. What are the last recorded spoken words 
of the apostle Paul? 

6. What great prophecy is quoted at the 
end of Acts, and what great prophecy is made 
at the end of Acts? 

7. What was probably the greatest and most 
far-reaching work done by Paul in Rome? 

8. Into what two great classes does this 
lesson divide humanity ? 

9. Quote a passage from the Gospels that 
most emphatically shows the obstinacy of un- 
belief. 

10. Quote a passage from the Gospels sug- 
gesting degrees of unbelief. 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Samples.—I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus (Golden Text). A Jewish 
legend tells us that during the famine in 
Canaan Joseph ordered his officers to throw 
wheat and chaff upon the waters of the 
Nile that the people below might see that 
there was plenty above. God puts upon 
the river of life some of the wheat from 
the heavenly fields in order that we, having 
a taste of it, may desire more, and seek 
things that are above—From “Heaven on 
Earth,’ by A. C. Dixon. Sent by G. E. 
Walden, McLeansboro, Iil. 


The Last Word of Foch.—I press toward 
the mark (Golden Text). When Marshal 
Foch, that great commander, came to the 
close of his life, those listening heard his 
last word, Allons-— “Forward.” He was 
watching his glorious army meeting the 
enemy, being thrown back, and then making 
an heroic effort to conquer. The greatest 
word he ever gave, the word that put spirit 
and power into his soldiers, was “Forward.” 
—From the Homilope (church envelope). 
Sent by Mrs. S. G. Huntington, Erie, Pa. 
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A Statistical Report.—I press toward the 
mark (Golden Text). Dr. Len G. Brough- 
ton tells of a church which reported for 
the year as follows: “Members received, 
none. Dismissed, none. Died, none. Mar- 
ried, none. Given to missions during the 
year, nothing. Brethren, pray for us that 
during the next year we may hold our own.” 
—From “5000 Best Modern Illustrations.” 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Brother Jones’ Testimony.—I press 
toward the mark (Golden Text). One of 
our evangelists in the earlier days was ac- 
customed to tell a story of an old farmer 
whe, in the prayer meetings of his church, 
was wont, in describing his Christian ex- 
perience, to use the phrase, “Well, I’m not 
making mitch progress, but I’m established.” 
One springtime when the farmer was get- 
ting out some logs, his wagon sank in the 
mud in a soft place in the road and he 
could not get out. As he sat on top of the 
logs reviewing the situation, a neighbor 
who had never accepted the principle of the 
old man’s religious experience came along 
and greeted him: “Well, Brother Jones, I 
see you are not making much progress, but 
you’re established.” To be stuck on the 
road is not a very satisfactory type of estab- 
lishment, but it is not uncommon.—From 
Robert E. Speer. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


His Scripture.—For there stood by me 
this night the angel of God, whose I am, 
and whom I serve (Acts 27:23). A young 
man who was driven out of western China 
during the riots, years ago, was the treas- 
urer of our mission there, and there were 
others farther up than he who needed sil- 
ver to pay their way out. He saw that 
they were cared for, and then started down 
the river himself. The rioters overtook 
him, boarded his boat, and he jumped over- 
board. They began to spear at him in the 
water. He would dart under the boat and 
come up on the other side, only to find 
another spear shot at him. Down he would 
go again, and up’ again, until his case be- 
came hopeless. Finally he struck out for 
the shore, and as he stood in the face of 
the surrounding mob, the chief said, “Let 
him go,” and they melted away. When he 
was asked to tell his story at Northfield 
on Missionary Day, he said, “Some friends 
have been curious to know what particular 
text of Scripture came to me when I was 
down under that boat. Scripture text? The 
Lord himself was there.” And every one 
who heard him speak knew that the Lord 
was there indeed—From H. C. Mabie. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 
Prize illustration. 

ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Gainer.”—After three days Paul 
called the chief of the Jews together (Acts 
28:17). Paul did not sail from “the isle” 
(Malta) via Syracuse and Rhegium to 
Puteoli in a Cunarder. Nor thence up to 
Rome in a big “Greyhound,” leather-seated 
bus. Hitch-hiking had not been invented 
as a means of free transportation. They 
probably sandaled it. After the terrible storm 
and the long tramp up to Rome most of 
us would have taken at least a week for 
rest and recuperation. Paul was not that 
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kind. The missionary salesman was at 
once on his job. 

In three days, as soon as it could be 
done, he had the leaders of the Jewish 
colony in Rome to come see him. He thus 
got the one thing he most desired, to tell 
them about the “Hope of Israel.” When 
you aré interested in any matter, heart and 
soul, you are never idle about it for a single 
minute. 

The collectors of coins, stamps, books, 
old silver, tape measures (tape measures 
are mine) are always thumbing money, 
hunting old letters, haunting secondhand 
stores, attending sales. As for me, I never 
have an idle minute in the city. I am look- 
ing for tape measures. Have a wonderful 
collection. The only one in the world, I 
guess, 

Paul was a collector. Collector of lost 
sheep for the “Hope of Israel.” Paul was 
among the first of the “Gainers.” The 
“Gainer” is the Scripture name for Col- 
lector (see 1 Cor. 9: 19-22). 

“What is that tape measure business you 
mention?” There have been in the world 
lovely little objects in which have been 
placed tape measures. All sorts of animals, 
castles, pyramids, flowers, fruits, automo- 
biles, windmills, human figures, and s@ on. 
They are to be found at the notion coun- 
ters of the great department stores and the 
little fancy shops. The ladies are “thrilled” 
with my collection, and the men say, “They 
beat the dickens!” 


What the Devil Couldn’t Do.—We de- 
sire to hear of thee... concerning this sect, 
we know that every where it is spoken 
against (v. 22). Mr. Devil was never 
busier than when he was engaged in stop- 
ping “this sect.” The Devil Company could 
well have on the office door the same sign 
as the detective agency, “We never sleep.” 
Ike Thompson, the puddler, and John Doan, 
the painter, were one day having a “con- 
flab” on the stone steps of the church. 
There was a representative of the Labor 
Federation in town organizing the build- 
ing trades into unions. “John,” said Ike 
the puddler, “do you know the Devil could 
never join a labor union?” “Funny if he 
can’t,” exclaimed John. “You bet he 
can’t,” persisted Ike. “Well, why can’t he?” 
asked John. “Because,” replied Ike, “the 
Devil works twenty-four hours a day, and 
anyone who joins the labor union can work 
only eight hours!” , 

Yes, indeed, with all the resources he 
could command the Devil was working day 
and night against “this sect.” He had the 
“certain Jews” working for him with 
“words.” He had the Romans working 
for him with ax and sword (Acts 15: 24; 
12:2). He also used the wild beasts and 
living torches and fiery crosses. But all 
the power of hell could not prevail against 
the infant church. 

Here we are, Americans, Canadians, Eng- 
lish, Irish, Scotch, Welsh, sitting snug and 
cozy surrounded with all the beautiful cre- 
ations of a great Christian civilization. 
When that aerial explorer from Mars drops 
in on us in his rocket plane we will take 
him around and show him our palatial 
hospitals, colleges, public schools, and noble 
churches. We will carry him to our work- 
ing people’s comfortable and happy homes 
tied up with our churches. We will get 
out our great orchestras and choirs. We 
will amaze him with our wonderful inven- 
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tions, and demonstrate to him how we have 
conquered disease. Then we will say, “Mr. 
Martian, behold what the religion of Jesus 
Christ has done for America!” 


The Last Sight.—Paul dwelt two whole 
years in his own hired house ... preaching 
the kingdom of God, and teaching ... no 
man forbidding him (vs. 30, 31). The last 
sight the Book gives us of our hero is see- 
ing him comfortably placed in his own 
rented house doing that thing he would 
rather do above all earthly things, preach- 
ing and teaching without let or hindrance 
or criticism. 

All the rest we know about Paul is only 
tradition and supposition by putting this 
and that together. After a turbulent stir- 
ring a gentle quiet peaceful harbor — even 
though a prisoner. “Be thine own palace 
or the world’s thy jail.” 

Mother used to say, “Let us old folks 
alone to do what we would rather do.” We 
did this until she kissed us good-by at 
ninety-four. Did you ever see a print of 
Whistler’s “My Mother’? Children raised 
and gone to homes of. their own. Work 
all done. Sitting quietly and peacefully in 
the simple surroundings of her plain old 
home, and waiting for her Lord and Master 
to come for her. That is the way Whistler 
remembered his mother. 

And she is so many folks’ mother that 
France purchased the painting, and it is 
one of the great treasures of the Luxem- 
bourg gallery in Paris. We can thus re- 
member our great apostle. How much bet- 
ter to have our last sight of him here than 
on the dump at Lystra (Acts 14: 19). 

Speaking of last sights of loved ones, I 
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like to remember them among lovely 
flowers. I attended the funeral of Frank 
Livingood, one of my oldest and dearest 
friends, the other day at Reading. At the 
cemetery the earth was covered with beau- 
tiful blooms and the ground carpeted with 
the artificial grass usually used. When 
the casket was set upon the lowering device, 
upon one end of it was a great bowl of 
orchids, and on the other end a great bowl 
of the choicest pink roses. The machine 
was stopped when the top of the casket 
came to the ground level. There it re- 
mained through the service, and until all 
the friends had departed. The last thing 
we saw in connection with our loved one 
was not an ugly hole in the ground and the 
thud, thud, thud of “ashes to ashes” and 
“dust to dust,” but at rest amid the glory 
and fragrance of Heaven’s most beautiful 
gifts to man, 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
thou hast led thy servants through pathways 
of thy choosing, and thou hast given them 
strength to meet the occasions of life as they 
follow thee. We thank thee that we have in 
thy Word so many examples of faithful obedi- 
ence. We thank thee for the determination of 
the apostle Paul to reach the goal set before 
him, and for his faithfulness in the midst of 
the great city in which he was imprisoned. 
Our Father, help us to realize what it meant 
to this faithful, forthfaring, undaunted servant 
of thine to be under the restraint of an unjust 
imprisonment, yet how wonderfully he used his 
time, and what blessings to others came out 


“He that believeth on him is not condemned:but 

he that believeth not is condemned already; be- 

cause he hath not believed in the name of the | 
ony woh Son wal Goa?’ John 3:18. See also John 3:36 
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of that experience! We pray that we, too, may 
be triumphant through thy grace under distress- 
ing circumstances, and that we may give forth 
thy truth to others with faithfulness whatever 
may be the barriers set up by the enemy. - Thy 
word is not bound. May we not be limited 
by the chains of circumstances, but under the 
power of the Holy Spirit use every opportunity 
to carry forward the truth, We ask it in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—That was a great 
day for Paul when from morning until 
evening, a prisoner in the city of Rome, he 
continued all day long teaching the Jews 
about Jesus. Many times others came to 
him during the two years in his own hired 
hcuse, under guard as he was. Though 
under guard, how free he was to preach and 
to teach! Did every one believe him? No, 
indeed, — some believed and some believed 
not. The heart of the Jews was so hard 
and their ears so dull that Paul had to 
remind them that the Gospel of salvation, 
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INDING , GOD'S PURPOSE 


ARE WE DOING SO? 














even if they would not hear it, would be 
heard among the Gentiles. Are there any 
among us today who simply will not hear 
and will not understand what God offers 
through Jesus Christ to every one who will 
believe? Let us not resist his call or close 
our eyes and ears to what he is saying to 
us in our hearts even now. Let us bow our 
heads and ask him to take away any hard- 
ness of heart that we have and to enable 
us to take the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Believe . . . and thou shalt be saved.” 
1. Paul in Rome. 

2. Paul’s glad tidings. 

3. The queen’s free pardon. 

4. Have you claimed your free pardon? 


RACE Paul’s journey on the map. 
Bring out the fact that God allowed 
Paul to be taken to Rome as a_ prisoner 
so that he could reach many with the Gos- 
pel message who would not otherwise have 
heard it. Describe the great city of Rome, 
where Paul, though a prisoner, was al- 
lowed to live in a house of his own, with 
a soldier to guard him, for two years; and 
then tell the story in Acts 28: 16-31. 
Today we are going to hear about some 
people who came to see Paul at his house 


-and we can even know what he talked to 


them about. Isn’t it wonderful! What do 
you think Paul would talk about? Yes, 
about the Lord Jesus. Christ and how he 
came to earth and lived as a man in order 
to save us, and how one day he took the 
punishment of our sin and died in our place. 
Then Paul would go on to tell how the 
Lord Jesus rose from the dead and went 
back to Heaven, there to prepare a place 
for all who should believe on him and 
accept the free pardon he bought for them, 
the price of which was his own blood. 
How Paul loved to tell this glad .story! 
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He had been telling it wherever he went 
ever since that wonderful day when he met 
with the Lord Jesus on the way to Damas- 
cus. Now in Rome he tells it again. Paul 
loved to do what our Memory Verse says: 
Psalm 34: 1. 

“Some believed . . . and some believed 
not”: (v.24). It is the same here in our 
Sunday-school. All have heard the Good 
News about the Saviour. Some have be- 
lieved and are saved; but some do not be- 
lieve, and are lost. 

On the occasion of her Jubilee, when she 
had been reigning for fifty years, Queen 
Victoria of England offered a free pardon 
to every deserter from the army. Many 
owned up to their sin and were pardoned, 
but there was one man, a noted bad char- 
acter, who kept putting off owning up to 
his sin. At last there came a day when he 
put in his claim for the Queen’s pardon, 
but alas, it was too late. He was told 
that the time limit had expired and he must 
suffer punishment: as a deserter. Boys 
and girls, the Lord Jesus shed his blood 
to procure your free pardon. Don’t put 
off claiming it, or one day you will find 
you are too late. 


Expression Work 


Write on the blackboard, “All have sin- 
ned, and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3: 23). “The wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6: 23). “Be- 
lieve on. the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16: 31). 


Some BE tIEvED Some BetreveD Not 


On which side are YOU? 
York, Ene. : 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Paul, the World’s Missionary: 

In Rome, the world’s capital! 

In chains— in tha imperial prisen! * 

Reaching his ultimate goal! 














AUL, the world’s missionary in the 
world’s capital! Achievement — at 
last, but at what a cost and in what a 
manner! If your girls love adventure 
stories, here is the world’s best! True, 
the record is brief, in contrast to the long- 
drawn-out “serials” of modern fiction, but 
for vividness and dramatic interest it sur- 
passes them all. If your girls have any 
interest in Paul at all they cannot help 
reading into these words of his and about 
him those qualities which were his, and so 
they must feel the power of this story. 
Begin where Luke’s record reveals first 
Paul’s ultimate desire—to see Rome, the 
world’s capital, and there to plant his glo- 
rious Gospel! Have read aloud Acts 19: 
21, 22, where Paul’s whole future itinerary 
is laid out (use your map), emphasizing 
Paul’s exact words. Even your young 
girls may be interested to know that Paul’s 
“must” in that sentence is exactly the same 
word, in the Greek, as the Boy Jesus’ 
“must” in Luke 2:49 and our Lord’s 
“must” 'in John 9:4. So this was no self- 
gratification on Paul’s part, but an inescap- 
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able and distinct leading from above —an 
obligation he “must” meet, regardless of 
consequences to himself. 

Note that this leading first came to Paul 
while he was on that long visit to Ephesus, 
and it was when he met those Christians 
again — which was for the last time in this 
world—that he refers to it next. Read 
aloud Acts 20: 22-25. Luke gives us no 
record of that witnessing of the Holy Spirit 
to Paul, “in every city” since he had last 
left Ephesus, but Paul had by now become 
fully accustomed to the thought of his per- 
sonal danger in carrying out his commis- 
sion to “see Rome.” Read again Acts 20: 
36-38, then 21:4, 7-14, where the Spirit’s 
warnings became ever plainer, but still Paul 
knew that “the will of the Lord must be 
done,” whatever might become of his own 
life, and so at last convinced his fellow 
Christians. Once more read aloud Acts 
23:11, Paul’s last—and miraculous —as- 
surance that he “must ... bear witness also 
at Rome.” 

The thrilling story of how he finally got 
there is covered by Acts 27 and 28 —tell 
it to your girls as thrillingly as it “hap- 
pened”! Don’t fail to read aloud, once 
more, Paul’s words on that despairing ship, 


in the worst of the fourteen-day storm . 


(Acts 27: 22-26) with his quiet assurance, 
“IT believe God.” And, for the last time, 
read, aloud Luke’s equally quiet words 
(what power there is in quietness, often), 
“And so we went toward Rome” (28: 15b), 
as your girls see this little old Jew, in a 
prisoner’s chains, between Roman soldiers, 
entering the world’s undisputed mistress 
among cities, with that Truth in his heart 
and life which was soon to rock that proud 
city to its foundations—and reach the 
whole world—even you. 


Home Study 


Read this week Paul’s letter to the Ro- 
mans, written long before he ever got there, 
revealing how many Christian friends he 
had there before he saw that city himself. 
Especially read chapter 1: 1-17 and chap- 
ters 12 to 16, noting the light on Paul’s 
own plans and his friends in Rome, in 15 
and 16. 


Decatur, GA, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Pressing toward the goal unto 
the prize. 

Discussion: The Golden Text suggests a 
footbal! game. Let the fellows name some 
of the things that “tackle” a fellow these 
days in his run for the goal. 

Objective: Looking unto Jesus. 











AY, fellows, we have come now to the 
closing scenes of a great hero’s life — 
one of the greatest of all heroes. Paul 
has the ball on the enemy’s five-yard line 
and he is using real football language. In 
one of the last letters he wrote, the letter 
to the Philippians (just before Titus and 
Timothy, which were his last), he tells 
them that he is pressing on “toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Golden Text). 
You fellows know how tense the game 
becomes up there so close to the goal. The 
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enemy bucks harder there, and more de- 
terminedly than ever. But the goal draws 
you like a magnet and your spirit is strong 
for it. One more push and every ounce 
of you in it—and it’s a touchdown. 

Paul surely had the spirit of the game in 
him during those closing days, even though 
he was confined in a Roman prison and 
chained to a living guard. Not only does 
Luke’s account in the closing chapters of 
the Book of Acts show his fighting spirit, 
but Paul’s letters written from there at that 
time show it. He wrote the Philippians: 
“T count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





PAUL AT ROME 
; : 




















is vs. 21,22: 
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of all things, and do count them but refuse, 
that I may win Christ” (Phil, 3:8). 

Paul threw everything he had into “this 
one thing I do,” which was to make that 
“goal unto the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Two weeks from today, fellows, when 
we shall look at Paul’s life as a whole, I 
want you to study with me “The Game of 
Life.” We shall see how wonderfully God has 
woven into your very nature the game spirit 
that you may make a worthy record in the 
greatest of all games. But today we will 
content ourselves with a look at Paul’s 
vision of the goal at close range. He had 
never been in any doubt as to his course 
since that day on the Syrian plain when he 
met the Master face to face, but now in his 
prison cell at Rome, as he nears the end, 
he is more than ever confirmed in it. 
Friends visit him and are cheered by him; 
inquirers seek him to learn more perfectly 
about “That Way” by which he has come. 
His prison guards hear his enthusiastic 
testimony concerning Jesus Christ, and re- 
peat it in the palace. All of these, in leav- 
ing his presence, feel strangely uplifted by 
the confident faith of this dauntless fighter. 
It is because Paul has looked into the face 
of Christ and believed. 
Corinthians: “God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” And that made him say 
with the confidence that carried- conviction, 
“All that I have given up, all that I have 
suffered, is but a trifle compared to the rich 
prize I shall receive at the goal —in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Fellows, you will never know the highest 
of all satisfactions—and that which en- 
dures — until you have thrown yourself and 
everything you have into the service of the 
Master — fixing your eyes upon him. 

GreENnszoro, N, C. 


we 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaAc: A loving cup, or medal, 
or prize. 











N MOST of our high schools we may see 

something like this. What is it? <A 
beautiful silver cup, yes. But why any dif- 
ferent from one you might have in your 
cupboard at home? It is a prize. There 
was a goal that was set, perhaps in ath- 
letics, and every one did his best to reach 
that goal, and the one who reached it first, 
or the one who most nearly reached it, 
received this prize. 

Paul often spoke of the Christian’s life 
as a race, with the goal God’s purpose 
in our lives, and the prize, not a silver cup 
nor a medal, but an incorruptible crown, 
which shall be given us by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

If you will deny yourself, and strive 
with all your might for one of these earthly 
prizes, why not put the same energy and 
singleness of heart into the race for the 
heavenly prize? Not for salvation— that 
is a free gift. But for a reward—that 
will be given for deeds done in the flesh. 
Let us join Paul in this race. 


Moopesto, Cat. 


He wrote the. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 17) 


1. His earnest warning to those in charge 
that the voyage would result in shipwreck, 
his prayer for all on board, his sharing in 
the work (Acts 27: 16, 19), his cheering them 
with God’s promise, his detecting the scheme 
of the sailors to escape, his prevailing on all 
to eat, his gathering sticks for the fire, his 
ministering to the sick. 


2. It records a great deliverance by God 
from what appears an attack of Satan; it 
gives opportunity for Paul to magnify the 
message of Christ; it opens the way for wit- 
nessing in Malta and elsewhere; it perhaps 
secured for Paul the favorable treatment at 
Rome; and the account has served to con- 
firm the minute accuracy of Luke (especially 
through the masterly work of James Smith, 
“Voyage and Shipwreck of St, Paul,” pub- 
lished in 1848). 

3. Compare Acts 28: 13-15 with Romans 1: 
7, 10; 16:5-16. Paul had friends in Rome 
when he wrote to the Roman Christians, be- 
fore he went there himself. 


4. He sent for and preached Christ first 
to the Jews in Rome, then to the Gentiles 
(Acts 28: 17-28). 

5. “Be it known therefore unto you, that 
the salvation of is sent unto the Gen- 
tiles, and that they will hear it” (Acts 28: 28). 

6. Isaiah 6:9, 10 is quoted; Paul prophe- 
sies that salvation will be sent to the Gentiles 
pe that they will hear (note also Rom. 11: 
2r) 

7. Writing his letters to the Philippians, 
Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon. 

. Into believers and unbelievers (Acts 28: 
24). 

9. “And he said unto him, If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead” 
(Luke 16: 31). 

10. “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbe- 
lief” (Mark 9: 24). 





Children at Home 








Sundews 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS Midsummer Day, and I had 

journeyed to my cabin the night before 
so as to spend every minute of the longest 
day of the year in the Barrens. 

That morning I was up before sunrise, 
and from one of my bedroom windows 
looked out upon a green sea of waving 
leaves, There were the green-sanguine 
leaves of the oaks: scrub, post, black, 
white, and willow; patches of pure emerald 
where the gray birches grew, while above 
them all like green tourmalines towered the 
pitch pines. 

From the other window I looked out 
upon Rancocas Creek, whose dark amber 
water was overhung with wreaths of mist 
through which the overhanging cedar 
boughs showed here and there in blotches 
of midnight-green. A moment later and 
I dived deep into the. soft water, which 
thrilled through me like cold fire. 

After breakfast I tucked some lunch away 
in my pocket and started off to spend the 
long day. in exploring. 

First I followed a wood road over which 
the trees made a tunnel of green leaves 
for fifty yards or so. Then I turned into 
a hidden trail which branched off through 
the dense woods. Once, twice, and three 
times I saw those lovely orchids, the pink 
lady’s-slipper, whose flowers gleamed in the 
dusk of the woods like globes of jacinth. 

At last I came to where a huge yellow 
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pine had fallen across the stream and was 
held up slantwise ten feet above the water 
by its lower branches. Crossing on: its 
trunk I followed a winding path through 
the depths of the Barrens. There were no 
signs of houses or roads or landmarks, — 
nothing but miles and miles of pitch pines 
and scrub oaks, Here and there, like puffs 
of white vapor, showed the great cone- 
shaped flower-heads of the turkey beard, 
made up of myriads of five-petaled blos- 
soms and round white buds growing on 
shaggy stalks some two feet high, with 
leaves which look like coarse, wiry grass. 

Once, right in the middle of the path, I 
came upon a clump of goat’s-rue with its 
rose-red, pale gold butterfly blossoms, like 
stained silk and ivory. The air was full 
of the sandalwood scent of the white azalea 
and all around me grew the white urn- 
shaped blossoms of the stagger bush. 

As the path approached moist ground I 
suddenly saw ahead of me a little slough 
which seemed to be lined with velvet of 
a strange, crystal-rose color. When I came 
closer I saw that the whole hollow was 
carpeted with hundreds of spatulate sun- 
dews, whose flat leaves Were covered with 
rosy hairs, each one tipped with a glis- 
tening drop of sweet, sticky liquid. When- 
ever an insect alighted on one of those 
leaves, its feet were entangled in the deadly 
dew, and it was at once enmeshed by the 
hairs which encircled it like a net. Not 
until the victim had been sucked dry of 
its juices by the fierce little plant did the 
net open and the hairs uncurl. 

Above the fatal leaves bloomed white 
flowers, growing in a one-sided raceme, 
strangely innocent-appearing blossoms to 
be flaunting above such a death trap. 

Beyond the sundews the trail followed 
the creek until it reached a steep bank 
above the stream, down which it zigzagged 
to end on a tiny beach beside two great 
white cedars. There, in a hollow in the 
bank, was a great pocket of crystal clear 
water, cold as ice but with a strange, nau- 
seous taste, a sulphur spring, whose water 
was reputed by the Indians and early set- 
tlers to have all kinds of curative proper- 
ties. 

After a considerable amount of practice ° 
I have learned to like the water, and that 
day drank three glasses of it in quick 
succession. Then, as I was about to turn 
away, I saw at the far edge of the spring 
a patch of round-leaved sundew exactly 
like the narrow-leaved or spatulate, which 
I had just left, except that the leaves were 
round and green, including the little hairs. 

My best sundew adventure came late that 
afternoon. I was following an overgrown 
road that skirted the side of an abandoned 
cranberry bog. Growing out of the wet 
sand in the middle of the road I saw in 
front of me a colony of the rare long- 
leaved sundew. The hollow, green, thread- 
like leaves were about three inches’ long 
and were fringed with reddish hairs, each 
one holding a tiny glistening drop of dew. 
These gave the leaves a curious rosy gleam 
and above them bloomed pink flowers: which 
stayed open for only a part of the day, 
closing up in the afternoon. 

Years ago I had found this rare flower 
and then lost it, only to discover it again 
far away in the Plains, that curious part 
of the Barrens where all the trees are 
dwarfed. Now here it was within half a 
mile of my cabin, and as I came back in 














Lesson for December 17 


the afternoon it reminded me of the first 
time that I found these flowers, some 
twenty years ago. At that time a dear 
aunt of mine, Annie Trumbull Slosson, a 
great writer, entomologist, and botanist, 
had published a botanical article in one of 
the magazines in which she described the 
thread-leaved sundew and told how rare 
it was. 

I wrote and complimented her on the 
article, but took exception to her state- 
ment abut the thread-leaved sundew, send- 
ing her a bunch which I claimed to have 
picked on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia 
the day before. 

Followed some emphatic letters from her 
until I finally confessed my guilt and wrote 
her where the flowers had been found. 

The after-glow was all pearl and flam- 
ing rose as I came back to the cabin with 
a bunch of the closed pink flowers of the 
thread-leaved sundew as a souvenir of the 
many, happy adventures of that day. 


HAvERForRD, Pa. 








Does God Always 
Keep His Promises ? 




















(Continued from second page) 


some help for the people that come to me 

in their distress. For the distress is very 

great. And the people I refer to are gen- 
uine Christians.—An Ohio banker. 

The solution of the problem is very sim- 
ple. It is found in the very chapter quoted 
as occasioning the problem —the eleventh 
of Hebrews. For that great chapter, which 
has been called the Westminster Abbey of 
Faith, does not say what this earnest and 
troubled inquirer makes it say. There is 
a serious misquotation of Scripture in his 
letter. 

Nowhere in the eleventh chapter of He- 
brews do we find the statement, “Others 

. received not the promises.” Nor are 
there the two contrasted classes of believers 
in this chapter that the inquirer supposes. 
Only one class of Old Testament believers 
is described—they are all people *who 
trusted God to the uttermost. It is true 
that the experiences of these various be- 
lievers were quite different; but it is not 
true that God kept his promises to some 
and did not keep his promises to others. 

That all the Old Testament believers 
mentioned in the eleventh of Hebrews had 
one and the same experience concerning 
God’s promises is seen from two verses 
that the Ohio banker seems to have over- 
looked. Verse 13 tells us: “These ati 
died in faith, not having received the prom- 
ises.” Verse 39, at the very end of the 
chapter, tells us: “And these ati, having 
obtained a good report through faith, re- 
ceived not the promise.” 

This is very different from the mistaken 
idea that some received the fulfillment of 
God’s promises and some did not. There 
were promises, and there was a promise, 
which none of these Old Testament be- 
lievers received. But they will all receive 
it, for God always keeps his word. 

The “all” referred to in verse 13, none 
of whom received the promises, includes 
Enoch, who was “translated that he should 
not see death”; and Noah, who with his 
entire family was delivered from the deluge 
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by his faith in God; and Sarah, in whom a 
miracle was wrought when Isaac was born, 
“because she judged him faithful who had 
promised.” But neither Enoch, nor Noah, 
nor Sarah “received the promises.” 

The other statement, at the end of the 
chapter, follows and includes the record of 
the walls of Jericho having fallen down, 
and of Gideon, and of those “who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, wrought right- 
eousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out 
of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.” It includes also the record 
of those who “were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; that they might obtain a bet- 
ter resurrection,” and of those who “had 
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment.” 
But “these ALL, having obtained a good 
report through faith, received nor the 
promise.” 

What does this mean? The last verse of 
the chapter throws a flood of light: “God 
having provided some better thing for us, 
that they without us should not be made 
perfect.” 

The great promise that no Old Testa- 
ment believer received was the promise 
God made in the garden of Eden, of the 
coming of the Seed of the woman, who 
should bruise the serpent’s head (Gen. 3: 
15). No Old Testament believer saw the 
fulfillment of that promise, nor did God 
promise any Old Testament believer that 
it should be seen in his or her day. But 
the promise was kept, and we who live in 
this age of grace have the precious priv- 
ilege of having seen its fulfillment. 

It is an interesting fact that the word 
“promise” in one form or another (promise, 
promised, promises) occurs exactly seven 
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times in this great chapter on faith — and 
seven is the number of spiritual perfection. 
Thus: 


Verse 9. Abraham “sojourned in the 
land of promise.” 


Isaac and Jacob were “heirs with him 
of the same promise.” 


11. Sara bore Isaac miraculously ‘“be- 
cause she judged Him faithful who had 
promised.” 


13. But “These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but havin 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded o 
them, and embraced them.” 


17. Abraham, after he “had received the 
promises” that could only be fulfilled 
through his only son Isaac, “offered up his 
only begotten son,” 


33. Many Old Testament believers, 
named and unnamed, “obtained promises.” 

39. But of all the Old Testament be- 
lievers named in this chapter on faith, 
from Abel to David and the prophets, we 
read that “these all, having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the prom- 
ise.” 

In other words, there were certain prom- 
ises given to some of these believers that 
were fulfilled in their life-time, but each 
time the chapter mentions any as “not 
having received the promises,” or “received 
not the promise,” we are plainly told‘ taat 
this was true, not of some only, but of 
“all.” The time had not yet come for 
God to fulfill to any of them his great, 
central promises; but the time did come 
later, in the incarnation, death, and resur- 
rection of God’s only begotten Son. For 
both the plural “promises” and the singular 
“promise” refer to God’s covenant to send 
the Redeemer, this promise having been 
made to our first parents and renewed to 
all the children of faith after them. This 
is made plain in Galatians 3:16, where 
the plural “promises” is shown to refer 
to Christ. “Now to Abraham and his 
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seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of: 
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” 
Many promises of the one seed or Re- 
deemer. 

Yes, “all the promises of God in him 
are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 
of God by us.” But he keeps his promises 
when, in his perfect wisdom and perfect 
love, he knows it is best that they should 
be kept. 

The distress, testing, suffering, and fiery 
trial through which so many of God’s 
people are passing today is another evidence 
that God keeps his promises. For the Lord 
Jesus Christ said to his disciples: “In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33). If God did not keep his 
promises, then his people might not have 
any tribulation today. But that would be 
strange indeed—for God does keep his 
word. So, as Peter writes: “Beloved, think 
it NOT strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you.” It would be 
strange if there were no fiery trial; we must 
expect it, for it is promised. And this is 
the blessed assurance and consolation: “But 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 4:12, 13). 
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“Does It Last?” 


N THE spring of 1932 a young business 
man called at the office of THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot TiMEs and asked to see the Editor. 
In a very personal interview he opened his 
heart and told a tragic story. He had been 
saved some time before, then had passed 
through the most heart-breaking experience. 
The time had come when he had so nearly 
lost all faith that he was ready to commit 
suicide, 

But he had. heard a message on the 
Victorious Life, broadcast over the radio 
from a service in another city where the 
Editor had been speaking, and it had given 
him a glimmer of hope that there might be 
some way of deliverance for him, after all. 

The two men talked and prayed together, 
and before he left the office he had made 
a full and complete surrender of his life 
to the Lord, and was daring to believe 
God’s Word, in blind, cold faith, — that 
His grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9), and 
that “sin shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace” (Rom. 6:14), and that “the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death” (Rom. 8:2). 

The Editor and that young man have 
seen each other over and over again since 
then, and have continued their fellowship 
with joy and thanksgiving to the all-sufh- 
cient Lord and Saviour. Then came a 
letter, which is a radiant and convincing 
answer to the question so often asked about 
the life of victory in Christ — does it last? 


“Just one year ago and about this very 
hour I was leaving your office—you had 
told me about our Victorious Christ. This 
has been the greatest year of my life; and 














Lesson for December 17 


I can truly say -his grace is sufficient. 
From the standpoint of service he has used 
me in greater ways than I could have even 
asked or thought before knowing him as 
my Victorious Lord Jesus Christ. My 
heart is ever singing praise unto him. 

“This very day Satan has made one of 
his. most deadly attacks— probably the 
fiercest of all, but my Saviour took care of 
the enemy, and I can sing praise unto him 
for delivering me this very day. Blessed 
be his Name forevermore.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Dec. 10. What Does “Salvation” Mean? John 
32 36; 2% 





Sunday, December 17 


“Suppose the World Were Without Christ 
(Luke 2: 1-7; Eph. 2:11, 12) 





Mon.—A lost world (1 John §: 19). 

Tues.—A world without hope (1 Thess 4: 
13-18). 

Wed.—A blind world (2 Cor. 4: 1-6). 

‘Thurs.—An ungodly world (Rom. 1 : 18-25). 

Fri—A dark world (Eph. 5:8, 12-14). 

Sat.—A world of spiritual slaves (Rom. 6: 
16-23). 











What good things has Christ done in the 
world? 


How has Christ abolished the fear of death? 

Why do we still need societies for the preven- 
tion of cruelty to children? 

O VISUALIZE something of what 

the world would be without Christ we 
have but to turn to those regions where 
the Gospel has not yet been preached 
or received. Frances Jenkins Olcott, in her 
book “Go! Champions of Light” (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., $1.75) portrays the India 
of William Carey’s day. 

Or, if we want to see a land without 
Christ as it is in all its horror today, 
such a book as Katherine Mayo’s “Mother 
India,” or Edward Alexander Powell’s 
“Last Home of Mystery” will paint the 
picture for us. 

5 4 

But, terrible as are the conditions in 
the heathen lands today, they are not so 
dark as the hopelessness of the world 
before Christ was born. Today, many 
heathen lands that have not yet come 
under the direct influence of the Gospel, 
have nevertheless enjoyed many of its 
blessings indirectly. International inter- 
course and the impact of education, which 
had its origin in Christian lands and Chris- 
tian institutions, has had an immeasurable 
influence upo1. heathen lands, 


Before Christ came the world had no 
true conception of God. Even the Jews, 
who were his chosen people, had drifted 
away from the revelation which he had 
givén them through the prophets. The 
world at large knew nothing of Jehovah 
the''Creator of the universe except in a 
dim way. The original knowledge of God 
that Adam and Noah had, had been ob- 
scured by man-made traditions and super 
stitions. and confused by sin. They knew 
no loving heavenly Father who had an 
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intimate, personal concern for his creatures. 

Before Christ came, the world was with- 
out hope in the matter of sin. There 
were some ideals, but no power to attain 
to them. Only through Christ has man 
come to know the power that makes it 
possible for him to live pleasingly unto 
God and in victory over sin. 


But even had man been able to reach 
his own ideals, there was still the great 
mountain of past sin to be dealt with, and 
men were conscious that no matter how 
good they might strive to be, such striv- 
ing could not wipe out the guilt of acts 
previously committed. Christ alone has 
dealt with the sin question and paid the 
penalty for man which he could not hope 
to pay for himself. 


Before Christ came the world was with- 
out hope for the future. Man had devised 
certain cheerless theories concerning the 
hereafter, reflecting largely his inborn in- 
tuition of a life to come. But there was 
no certainty concerning the life beyond the 
grave. Many in desperation concluded that 
this life ended all, rather than bank upon 
the uncertainty that man’s theories offered 
them. But when the Lord Jesus came he 
descended into the grave and arose tri- 
umphant, giving to man assurance of the 
life to come. 

we 

And we must not pass over some of 
the lesser and yet important results of 
Christ’s coming that have worked untold 
benefits for mankind. Before he came 
there were no hospitals, no homes for the 
aged, no insane asylums, no leper colonies. 
Prison conditions were unspeakable in 
cruelty and sanitation. The coming of the 
Lord Jesus changed all of this as men 
began to understand and apply his prin- 
ciples of love toward one another and love 
for enemies. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 11 to 17 

Mon.—Acts 28: 11-22. Arriving in Rome. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: A three-year-old 
prayer was answered the day Roman Chris- 
tians met Paul at Appii Forum and the 
Three Taverns. This will appear when 
you compare verse 15 with two portions 
in the Book of Romans (1: 11, 12; and 15: 
30, 32). Where were the prayers of Paul 
and his fellow Christians at Rome during 
that interim? Light on the heavenly side 
of prayer is supplied in the Revelation (5: 
8, and 8:3). More things are wrought 
by our God in answer to humble prayer, 
based on the atonement, than this world 
imagines. Pray for a new spirit of revival 
in the Church of God in all the world, and 
for a greater appreciation of the evangel- 
istic consequences of prayer. 


Tues.—Acts 28 : 23-31. Preaching in Rome. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The phrase, “He 
thanked God and took courage,” intro- 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


The Sunday School Literature pub- 
lished by the Union Gospel Press, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, follows the 


International Uniform S. S. Lesson Topics 


It believes and teaches Holy Writ in the 
“Bible Expositor and 


Illuminator ’”’ 


An Advanced Quarterly of 192 pages 
and Through the Entire-Line. 


Sample lessons or sample pack will be 
sent on application. 


Address UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Notice—The Bible Expositor and Illuminator, 
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duces us tu the account of the last great 
work of saving grace recorded in the Acts. 
The spiritual refreshment which came to 
Paul as an answer to prayer offered by 
himself and others (Rom. 15:32), three 
years before, inaugurated a spiritual move- 
ment among both Jews and Gentiles in 
Rome. The “delegates of good cheer” who 
met the weary apostle at the Market of 
Appius were used of God to encourage a 
work of grace of mighty proportions, reach- 
ing even into Czsar’s household. Good min- 
isters all need “delegates of good cheer.” 
Are you one to your minister? Pray that in- 
terest in true evangelism may be increased. 


Wed.—Philippians 1 : 12-21. A Happy Prisoner. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Paul suffered 
trouble “as ai evil doer, even unto bonds; 
but the word of God is not bound.” He 
tells us that he endured all things for the 
elect’s sake, that they also might obtain 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
something plus — “eternal glory” (2 Tim. 
2:9,10). He gloried in tribulation because 
it worked out eternal glory —“a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 
Cor, 4: 16-18). He gloried in them that 
the power of Christ might rest upon him 
(2 Cor. 12:7-10). The spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon all who suffer for 
Christ’s sake and the Gospel (1 Pet. 4: 14). 
Pray for the Kado Tribes in China. Many 
families have cast away their idols and 
are begging for Christian teachers. 


Thurs.—2 Timothy 2 : 1-13. 
Faithfulness Rewarded. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul admonished 
Timothy to be whole-heartedly loyal to 
Christ and the Gospel. He had written of 
him saying, 
who will naturally care for your state. For 
all seek their own, not the things which 
are Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 2: 20, 21). Tim- 
othy had Paul as a pattern. “Be ye fol- 
lowers of me,” as I am of Christ. The 
more Pauline a minister is the more influ- 
ential he wil be spiritually. The less 
Pauline a preacher is the more appalling 
will be his ministerial ministrations, and 
consequences. Pray for the hundreds of 
evangelistic meetings in inland China for 
opium addicts. 


Fri.—Romans 1 : 1-12. 
A Message to the Romans. 
PraYER SuGCESTIONS: The theme of the 
message of the Epistle to the Romans is, 
“The Salvation of God in Christ,” whom 
God alone hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion for sins, and in whom alone there is 
redemption. The cinnership of man; the Sav- 
iourhood of Jesus Christ our Lord; how he 
wrought this salvation for sinners; what 
he was made and is; what he undertook 
and did in order to do it, are all set forth 
in the Gospel of Christ. Of this, the 
power of God unto the salvation of every 
one that believeth, neither Paul nor we 
have any reason to be ashamed. The won- 
der of all eternity will be that Christ took 
upon him our nature in body of. flesh that 
he might by death bring us to God. Pray 
for Japanese Christians who are praying, 
giving, and working for their country’s 
welfare. 


Sat.—Komans 13 : 8-14. Love Fulfilling the Law. 

Prayer SuGcEsTIoNS: The law of God, 
its character, in what it is comprehended, 
and man’s moral inability to obey it, are 
treated in the preceding chapters of Ro- 
mans. Love, its nature, reality, and effects, 


“I have no man -likeminded, . 


(Lesson for Dec. 17) Dec. 2, 1933 


both to God and to men, is set forth in 
what we call the “practical section” of the 
Epistle. Love to God, which includes the 
right spirit toward God, satisfaction in the 
character of God, reverence of God and 
gratitude toward him, humility and resig- 
nation, is the Christian’s grand incentive 
and preventive. Love fulfills the law. If 
we love we will work no ill, either to God 
or man. Pray for the youths in Russia 
who are not satisfied with the negative 
aspects of life presented to them, and who 
seem hungry and thirsty for what will meet 
the real needs of life. 


Sun.—Psalm 23. The Good Shepherd. 

PRAYER SuGcestTions: “A people that 
shall be born” is the phrase ending the 
preceding Psalm. “All the days of my life” 
is that which closes this most familiar 
Psalm of the Psalter. Between birth and 
the end of life, the joy of knowing the 
Lord Jesus as Shepherd, his care for our 
wants, his leadership into green pastures, 
beside still waters; his restoring our souls 
and accompanying us through the valley of 
the shadow of death; his goodness and 
mercy in an overflowing cup; all prepare 
for our dwelling amidst joys ineffable in 
the house of the Lord forever. “Good 
Shepherd! I will sing thy praise within 
Thy house forever!” Pray that God’s an- 
cient people Israel, not able to discrim- 
inate between Christianity and much that 
shields itself under the name of Christian, 
may be enlightened by the Holy Spirit to 
discern Christ through the ministry of the 
Word. 
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